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A court in Nashik, Maharashtra, has granted bail to Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in a
defamation case concerning his controversial remarks about revered Indian freedom fighter
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar. Gandhi appeared in court, pleaded not guilty, and was granted
relief by standard judicial procedures. The matter now proceeds to the next stage of legal

scrutiny.
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The case stems from Gandhi’s past public comments, in which he allegedly disrespected
Savarkar, a figure widely respected for his contributions to India’s freedom movement and
nationalist thought. The complaint was filed under relevant sections of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), particularly those dealing with defamation and intentional insult. The matter
quickly gained political and public attention, especially in Maharashtra, where Savarkar

remains an iconic figure for many.

While Gandhi maintains that his statements were taken out of context, critics argue that
such remarks undermine the legacy of national heroes and serve to polarize rather than
unify public discourse. The court’s decision to grant bail does not dismiss the seriousness
of the issue but reflects India’s commitment to due process, where even high-profile

political figures are subject to the rule of law.

Gandhi’s legal team has reiterated his right to free expression under Article 19 of the Indian
Constitution, while the complainants emphasize that free speech must be balanced with
responsibility, especially when addressing historical icons. This case highlights a growing
national sentiment against what many perceive as casual slander of India’s patriotic legacy

for political point-scoring.

As the legal proceedings continue, the outcome will serve as an important indicator of how
India’s judiciary navigates the fine line between freedom of expression and respect for

national heritage.
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