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Balochistan Chief Minister (CM) Sarfraz Bugti has ordered an urgent
probe into the horrific killing of a couple, believed to have married for love,
after a viral video sparked nationwide outrage. This article explores the
incident, the government’s response, and the broader issue of honor
killings in Pakistan, emphasizing the need for justice and societal reform.

Balochistan CM Bugti Demands Investigation
into Love-Marriage Couple’s Brutal Murder
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On July 20, 2025, a disturbing video surfaced on social media, showing
the brutal murder of a man and woman in Balochistan’s Margat area,
Washuk district, allegedly for marrying without family consent. The
footage, identified as predating Eid ul Adha, prompted CM Bugti to direct
law enforcement agencies to swiftly locate the crime scene and arrest
those involved. “No one will be allowed to take the law into their own
hands,” Bugti declared, as reported by Pakistan Today. One suspect has
been apprehended, with a terrorism case registered on behalf of the
state, as confirmed by Bugti on X. Balochistan government spokesperson
Shahid Rind called the act “reprehensible,” vowing that all culprits would
face justice, per Business Recorder.

The incident, widely perceived as an honor killing, has reignited debate
over Pakistan’s persistent struggle with such violence. The Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan reported 346 honor killings in 2024, primarily in
Sindh and Punjab, highlighting entrenched cultural norms that fuel these
atrocities. The Balochistan Police, alongside the Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD), are using vehicle records and National Database and
Registration Authority (NADRA) data to identify remaining suspects. Rind
noted that no family members filed a First Information Report (FIR),
necessitating state-led action, as stated at a Karachi press conference.

CM Bugti’s firm stance underscores the government’s commitment to
upholding the rule of law. However, the incident exposes deeper societal
challenges, where tribal customs often override legal frameworks. As
Pakistan grapples with a 45% surge in terrorism-related deaths, per the
2025 Global Terrorism Index, the fight against honor killings demands
both enforcement and cultural change to protect individual freedoms and
ensure justice.
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