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On Saturday, Jaime Alanis, a 57-year-old farmworker, succumbed to injuries sustained after
falling from a greenhouse roof during a tumultuous Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) raid at Glass House Farms in Camarillo, California. The incident, which occurred on
Thursday, is being described by advocates as a tragic consequence of the Trump
administration’s intensified immigration enforcement operations, though official records do
not confirm it as the first fatality directly linked to such actions.
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Yesenia Duran, Alanis’ niece, confirmed his passing to The Associated Press, sharing that
her uncle was the sole provider for his wife and daughter in Mexico. Having worked at the
farm for a decade, Alanis was a dedicated employee, according to his family. The Ventura
County Medical Center, in a statement authorized by the family, clarified that Alanis was on
life support until Saturday, correcting an earlier premature report by the United Farm
Workers (UFW) on Friday.

The raid targeted Glass House Farms’ facilities in Camarillo and Carpinteria, where the
company legally grows cannabis, alongside tomatoes and cucumbers at the Camarillo site.
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) executed criminal search warrants, resulting in
the detention of approximately 200 individuals suspected of violating immigration
laws.DHS also reported finding at least 10 underage individuals working at the sites. Alanis,
however, was not among those detained. “This man was not in and has not been in CBP or
ICE custody,” stated DHS Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs Tricia McLaughlin. “Although
he was not being pursued by law enforcement, this individual climbed up to the roof of a
greenhouse and fell 30 feet. CBP immediately called a medivac to the scene to get him care
as quickly as possible.”

According to family, hospital, and government sources, Alanis had contacted relatives
during the raid, indicating he was hiding and possibly fleeing agents before his fatal 30-foot
fall, which resulted in a broken neckThe operation also saw four US citizens arrested for
allegedly assaulting or resisting officers, and authorities have offered a $50,000 reward for
information about an individual suspected of firing a weapon during the raid.

The UFW, though not representing workers at Glass House Farms, condemned the raid on
the social platform X, stating, “These violent and cruel federal actions terrorise American
communities, disrupt the American food supply chain, threaten lives and separate families.”
The operation sparked protests outside the Camarillo facility, with crowds gathering to
demand information about detained relatives and to oppose the enforcement actionImages
from the scene depicted authorities in tactical gear confronting demonstrators, with green
and white smoke visible in the air as tensions rose.

Glass House Farms, in a statement, affirmed that the immigration agents held valid warrants
and noted that the company is assisting detained workers with legal representation. “Glass
House has never knowingly violated applicable hiring practices and does not and has never
employed minors,” the company declared. Co-founded by Graham Farrar and Kyle Kazan,
the business has ties to California’s political landscape, with Farrar having donated to
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Governor Gavin Newsom, a prominent critic of President Trump, and Kazan contributing to
both Democratic and Republican candidates, per campaign finance records.

The incident has reignited debates over the human cost of aggressive immigration policies.
While the operation aimed to enforce legal standards, the loss of Alanis’ life underscores the
chaos and fear such actions can engender in communities. As investigations continue, the
tragedy serves as a stark reminder of the complex interplay between enforcement,
livelihoods, and human dignity.
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