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UK Sets 2030 Deadline for 3% Defense
Spending in Major Military Investment Plan
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The UK government has confirmed a clear timeline for increasing defense
spending to 3 percent of GDP by 2030, solidifying its long-term
commitment to strengthening national security and military capabilities.
According to a written parliamentary response by Defense Minister Maria
Eagle, the government plans to raise defense spending to 2.6 percent by

2027, with a steady climb toward the 3 percent target by the end of the



decade. The announcement marks one of the most significant sustained

increases in defense investment since the Cold War.

This planned increase forms part of the UK’s broader commitment under
NATO’s Hague Defence Investment Pledge, which outlines a pathway for
allied nations to boost their military spending in response to growing
global threats. The UK has also set an even more ambitious long-term
goal of reaching 5 percent of GDP in defense and national security
spending by 2035. While the 3 percent goal is focused on core military
functions, such as troop readiness, equipment upgrades, and operational
capacity, the higher figure includes funding for cybersecurity,

infrastructure resilience, and civilian emergency preparedness.

Defense Secretary John Healey welcomed the timeline, describing it as
part of a “decade of rising defense investment.” He emphasized that the
gradual increase would help ensure the UK remains a leading force within
NATO, capable of deterring both conventional and hybrid threats. The
investment is also expected to have industrial benefits, including job
creation in shipbuilding, defense manufacturing, and the tech sector.
Several new infrastructure and R&D projects are already in development

to support these goals.

While the announcement has been broadly welcomed by defense
analysts and industry leaders, some caution that reaching the spending
targets will require difficult budget choices in other areas of government.
Critics also stress the need for spending to be transparent and focused

on outcomes that genuinely enhance national and allied security.

Still, the government maintains that its step-by-step approach provides a

stable financial framework for defense planning, balancing strategic



ambition with fiscal responsibility. As global security dynamics evolve,
the UK is positioning itself to remain agile, capable, and committed to

collective defense.



