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In a noteworthy development led by private enterprise, over 3,800 investors and companies
have shown interest in building electric vehicle (EV) charging stations across the country,
according to new figures from the National Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority
(NEECA). This momentum signals a growing private-sector push into clean energy
infrastructure, filling a gap that public efforts have yet to fully address.

Dr. Sardar Moazzam, Managing Director of NEECA, confirmed that between 30 to 35
operational EV stations have already initiated the licensing process. So far, 71 licenses
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have been granted, with another 128 applications currently being reviewed. The agency
claims licenses are issued within 15 days of full documentation, a timeline that, if
consistently upheld, could help unlock further private investment.

Notably, interest is not limited to basic charging stations. Companies are also exploring
battery-swapping technology, a method that allows drivers to exchange depleted batteries
for fully charged ones in minutes. This model could reduce waiting times significantly and
make EV adoption more practical for everyday consumers.

Investor interest has picked up following a government decision to lower electricity tariffs
for EV charging stations. Although broader economic confidence remains mixed, this move
has been welcomed by the private sector. The reduced tariff offers a more attractive return
on investment, incentivizing new entrants into the EV space.

Though NEECA’s data suggests administrative improvements, concerns remain about the
broader infrastructure landscape. Energy reliability, grid limitations, and bureaucratic red
tape could still pose significant barriers to scalable EV adoption. These challenges are
common across various public sector efforts.

However, the private sector appears increasingly willing to step in where the state has
lagged. International firms are engaging in technical consultations with local counterparts,
sharing expertise and looking to establish a foothold in a developing market.

With momentum building, experts suggest the government’s role could focus on
streamlining regulation and encouraging fair competition, rather than overregulating or
interfering in the market. A clear, investor-friendly policy environment could enable a robust
EV charging network to emerge, not through state subsidies, but through market demand
and private initiative.
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