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The Government has announced new powers that will require foreign nationals convicted of
crimes in England and Wales to be deported automatically, a policy welcomed by
Hartlepool’s Labour MP Jonathan Brash.

Under the measures, any foreign national who receives a custodial sentence will be subject
to removal from the United Kingdom and could be banned from returning. Ministers say the
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policy is aimed at reducing the number of overseas offenders in the prison system and
cutting costs to the taxpayer.

According to official figures, around 12 per cent of the prison population in England and
Wales are foreign nationals. Housing them behind bars is estimated to cost the public
around £600 million each year.

Mr Brash, who has long argued for tougher action on foreign offenders, described the
announcement as “a victory for common sense.” Speaking after the policy was confirmed,
he said it was right to prioritise public safety and the interests of law-abiding citizens.

“For months, I have been calling for one simple policy – deport every foreign criminal. No
excuses, no loopholes, and no drawn-out appeals. If you come here and break our laws, you
should be on the next flight home,” he said.

The MP emphasised that Hartlepool is a welcoming community that values those who
contribute positively, but stressed that residents are concerned about the impact of crime.

“People in Hartlepool are fair-minded. We are proud to welcome those who work hard,
contribute, and respect our way of life. But there is no tolerance for those who break the
law,” he said.

The Home Office argues the policy will both save money and serve as a deterrent to those
who might otherwise commit a crime. Officials say removing offenders as quickly as
possible will also help ease pressure on overcrowded prisons.

“Our priority is to protect the British public. Foreign nationals who commit crimes in this
country should not expect to stay here. These measures send a clear message: if you abuse
Britain’s generosity, you will be removed and prevented from returning.”

While the plan has been praised by some MPs and sections of the public, legal experts note
that deportation laws must remain consistent with human rights obligations under UK and
international law. Previous attempts at blanket removals of offenders have faced challenges
in the courts, particularly where deportation could expose individuals to persecution or
inhumane treatment in their country of origin.

Critics have also warned that restricting appeal rights may raise concerns about access to
justice. Human rights law requires that individuals have the opportunity to challenge



deportation decisions, particularly if family life in the UK or risks abroad are involved.

However, ministers maintain that safeguards will remain in place to ensure compliance with
legal standards. The policy is expected to prioritise serious offenders and, according to
ministers, will not affect asylum seekers with legitimate claims under international
protection rules.

Immigration and crime remain sensitive issues in British politics. Successive governments
have faced criticism over the scale of foreign national offenders in prisons, as well as the
length of time and cost involved in deportation processes.

The latest announcement marks a clear shift towards stricter enforcement. Mr Brash said
the policy reflects the concerns he has heard repeatedly from constituents in Hartlepool.

“Families are fed up with justice being delayed and taxpayers’ money wasted. This is about
putting law-abiding citizens first,” he said.

Supporters of the new rules argue they will restore public confidence in the justice system
and show that Britain is prepared to take decisive action.

The Home Office is expected to publish detailed guidance on how the rules will be applied,
including the appeals process and categories of crime that will trigger automatic removal.
Deportation flights are likely to increase in number once the legislation is fully in force.

The Government has also pledged to work with foreign governments to ensure the smooth
transfer of offenders back to their countries of origin. Bilateral agreements may be needed in
some cases where logistical or diplomatic obstacles exist.

For now, Mr Brash and other supporters see the move as a step towards greater
accountability. “This is about fairness,” he said. “Our hospitality is not a free pass to break
the rules.”


