South Asian Air Power Race Heats Up With Advanced Helicopters

The military balance in South Asia is seeing a new shift as both India and Pakistan acquire
modern attack helicopters, significantly enhancing their aerial combat capabilities. India’s
induction of the American-made AH-64E Apache Guardian and Pakistan’s acquisition of China’s
Z-10ME helicopters have sparked a new chapter in the regional air power race. Both nations are
fortifying their defenses with these advanced platforms to meet modern battlefield requirements,
particularly in challenging high-altitude terrains.

India’s Apache AH-64E Guardian, widely considered one of the most lethal attack helicopters in
the world, is an upgraded variant with a proven combat record. The aircraft is equipped with the
Longbow radar, allowing it to detect and track up to 128 targets at a time. It can carry a
formidable arsenal, including AGM-114 Hellfire missiles, Hydra 70 rockets, and a 30mm chain
gun. The Apache’s advanced avionics, survivability features, and superior networking
capabilities are designed to give it an edge in multi-domain operations. India’s Army Aviation
Corps recently received its first Apache helicopters, which are planned for deployment along the
western border.

Pakistan's Z-10ME, an export-optimized version of China's Z-10, has also been formally
inducted into its Army Aviation Corps. The Z-10ME is powered by upgraded WZ-9C turboshaft
engines, specifically designed to mitigate power loss at high altitudes, making it well-suited for
operations in mountainous regions. Its survivability is enhanced by an infrared suppression
system and an advanced electronic warfare suite. The helicopter’s armament includes the
HJ-10 anti-tank guided missiles, TY-90 air-to-air missiles, and a chin-mounted 23 mm cannon.



The Z-10ME is viewed as a cost-effective alternative to Western platforms, with Pakistan
reportedly receiving an initial batch to be deployed on its eastern and western fronts.

While both helicopters are designed for similar roles, they represent different strategic
approaches. The Apache offers a battle-tested platform with a focus on network-centric warfare,
while the Z-10ME emphasizes high-altitude performance and cost-effectiveness. The induction
of these helicopters marks a significant modernization effort by both nations, ensuring they
possess the offensive and defensive capabilities necessary to meet current and future security
challenges.



