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The U.S. Marine Corps demonstrated a high-speed precision rocket
deployment during the Talisman Sabre 2025 exercises, using an MV-22B
Osprey aircraft to deliver a High Mobility Artillery Rocket System
(HIMARS) to a remote location. The exercise highlights the Marines’
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evolving capability to conduct rapid, flexible long-range strikes by quickly
deploying and extracting rocket systems in austere environments.

In a coordinated effort with the Australian Defence Force, U.S. Marines
flew the MV-22B from a ship-based position to a concealed landing
zone, where they deployed a HIMARS launcher that quickly fired
precision-guided rockets at simulated enemy positions. After completing
the fire mission, the launcher was swiftly extracted, showcasing the
Marines’ “shoot-and-scoot” capability, a tactic designed to avoid enemy
counterattacks.

This represents a significant evolution in expeditionary warfare for the
U.S. military. The MV-22B, a tiltrotor aircraft capable of vertical takeoff
and landing, allowed the Marines to bypass fixed runways and deliver
long-range firepower deep inland in a matter of hours. Traditionally,
HIMARS units have been ground-based or transported by larger aircraft
with runway access. This new air mobility concept greatly expands the
range and survivability of U.S. strike capabilities in the Pacific theater.

Officials stated that the demonstration simulated an island seizure
scenario, reflecting real-world contingencies the U.S. could face in the
Indo-Pacific region. By integrating HIMARS with MV-22B airlift, the
Marines displayed an ability to deliver precision fires from areas
previously thought unreachable without large-scale infrastructure or
airfields.

The operation took place under the umbrella of Exercise Talisman Sabre
2025, a biennial joint military exercise involving over 30,000 troops from
the United States, Australia, and allied nations. The drills focus on high-



end warfighting, joint logistics, and rapid mobility, aligning closely with
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command’s strategic goals.

Marine Corps leadership emphasized the demonstration as part of the
broader Force Design 2030 initiative, which aims to reshape the Marine
Corps into a lighter, faster, and more lethal force capable of distributed
operations across vast maritime regions. The success of the rapid
HIMARS deployment validates the concept and opens the door to further
development of air-mobile strike tactics.

As tensions continue to rise in the Indo-Pacific, particularly with China’s
increasing military presence, such innovations in rapid response
firepower are likely to become a core component of the U.S. and allied
deterrence strategy in the region.


