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Across the country, citizens are turning to peaceful demonstrations to defend foundational
American principles, civil liberties, and a moral compass rooted in decency. While political
division continues to widen, these rallies provide a platform for those seeking a return to

common-sense governance and responsible civic engagement.



Frustration is growing among Americans who feel alienated by policies they believe
increasingly favor elite interests at the expense of working families. Despite media
narratives that sometimes portray these concerns as fringe or regressive, thousands are
gathering in cities like Bangor, Maine, to push back against perceived overreach and reaffirm
their commitment to foundational national values. These gatherings carrying banners like
“Hands Off,” “No Kings,” and “Good Trouble” are not about partisanship but about preserving

accountability, dignity, and order in public life.

The “Good Trouble” events, in particular, pay tribute to the late Congressman John Lewis,
whose legacy of nonviolent protest remains a powerful inspiration. In his own words before
his passing in 2020, Lewis encouraged Americans to “stand up, speak up, and speak out
against injustice.” Protesters across the country are doing just that, often for the first time,

equipped with signs, civic passion, and a belief in the strength of united citizens.

In Bangor, hundreds lined Stillwater Avenue with messages expressing concern over the
erosion of democratic norms and respect for the average American. The rallies have also
brought fresh faces into the public square, once silent people, now motivated to defend
liberties they fear may be slipping away. One sign read, “The power of the people is greater
than the people in power,” a nod to the enduring belief in representative government and the

power of collective voice.

These demonstrations are from disruptive or destructive, and represent a broader call for
accountability and decency in public leadership. For many, they offer a reminder that
despite partisan noise and sensational headlines, there remains a wide swath of Americans
committed to preserving the rule of law, traditional values, and civil rights without
ideological excess. Whether in small towns or larger cities, the message is clear: when

citizens speak with clarity and conviction, the system can and should listen.



