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The United Kingdom is grappling with grief and searching for answers
following the tragic murders of three young girls in Southport. Bebe King,
six, Elsie Dot Stancombe, seven, and Alice da Silva Aguiar, nine, lost their
lives in a horrific knife attack at a Taylor Swift-themed dance class on 29
July 2024. The incident, which also left ten others seriously injured, has
shaken the nation and prompted an urgent inquiry to uncover the failures
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that allowed such a tragedy to occur. As the community mourns, King
Charles III has met with the victims’ families at Clarence House,
expressing his deep sympathy and solidarity with the people of
Southport. “The country’s heart goes out to the people here,” said Patrick
Hurley, MP for Southport, after meeting the King.

Amid this sorrow, Britain is hosting a significant diplomatic event that
underscores the need for unity in the face of shared challenges. French
President Emmanuel Macron and his wife, Brigitte, arrive today, 8 July
2025, for a three-day state visit, the first by an EU leader since Brexit.
Hosted by King Charles III and Queen Camilla at Windsor Castle, the visit
is a powerful symbol of the enduring Franco-British alliance, or “entente
cordiale,” and an opportunity to strengthen ties strained by years of post-
Brexit tension.

The state banquet at Windsor tonight will be a highlight, with the King
delivering a stirring address on the “shared history and culture” between
the two nations. He will warn of “modern threats emanating from multiple
directions” and challenges that “know no borders. challenges that ‘know
no borders,’ including security threats and international instability. “Our
two nations share not only values, but also the tireless determination to
act on them in the world,” the King will say, emphasising the need for
collaboration in trade, defence, and diplomacy at a time when global
uncertainties, particularly around U.S. foreign policy, loom large.

This visit is more than ceremonial pomp, though there will be plenty of
that, with a carriage procession through Windsor, a royal salute, and a
military parade. It’s a strategic “soft power” move to reset relations with a
key European partner. On Thursday, Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer will
host Macron at Downing Street for a UK-France summit, where



discussions are expected to focus on curbing illegal Channel crossings, a
persistent thorn in bilateral relations. The Labour government’s approach
to migration has drawn criticism for its cost and inefficacy, with some
arguing that funds allocated to France, £500 million in recent years, have
done little to stem the tide of small boats. “It’s a farce,” said one X user,
reflecting a sentiment of frustration among some Britons.

Macron’s itinerary is packed with symbolic gestures. On Wednesday, he
will visit the tomb of Queen Elizabeth II at St George’s Chapel and see a
horse he gifted her for her Platinum Jubilee in 2022. He will also address
MPs and peers at Westminster, a rare honour, and tour cutting-edge AI
and technology exhibits at Imperial College London, showcasing Britain’s
scientific prowess.

King Charles, a lifelong Francophile who speaks fluent French and has
visited France over 35 times, is well-placed to bridge the gap. His 2023
state visit to France, during which he earned a standing ovation in the
French Senate for his robust support of Ukraine and his warnings on
climate change, was hailed as a diplomatic triumph. “He has always had a
good relationship with France,” noted French royal commentator Marc
Roche.

Yet, the visit comes with challenges. Brexit’s legacy lingers, with mutual
mistrust still evident. “The memory of these difficult times has not
vanished,” said Sébastien Maillard, a former advisor to the French
presidency. Critics also point to Macron’s hardline stance during Brexit
negotiations, which some on X describe as “hostility.” The Labour
government’s eagerness to “reset” ties risks being seen as conciliatory,
especially when domestic issues, such as the Southport inquiry, demand
accountability and action.



The Southport tragedy and Macron’s visit, though unrelated, converge on
a broader theme: the need for resolve in turbulent times. The inquiry into
the girls’ murders must deliver justice and prevent future failures, while
the Franco-British partnership must rise above past grievances to tackle
shared threats. As King Charles hosts Macron, his call for unity is a
reminder that strength lies in cooperation, not just between nations, but
within a grieving nation seeking to heal.


