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Heavy monsoon rains pounded Lahore on Saturday, flooding major
thoroughfares and disrupting normal life across Pakistan’s cultural
capital. The downpour, measuring 31mm at Allama Iqbal International
Airport, transformed key areas, including Mall Road, Jail Road, and
Gulberg, into temporary waterways as drainage systems struggled to
cope. While providing respite from summer heat, the rains exposed the
city’s chronic infrastructure vulnerabilities.

Monsoon Rains Submerge Lahore Streets
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The Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) recorded varying rainfall
intensities across Lahore, with Pani Wala Talab receiving 20mm and
Gulberg 10mm. Traffic snarls plagued waterlogged areas as commuters
navigated submerged roads. Municipal teams remained on high alert,
deploying pumps to clear stagnant water from critical intersections. The
rains arrived as PMD warned of intensified monsoon activity nationwide
through early August, with western weather systems expected to amplify
precipitation.

Authorities face mounting pressure to address Lahore’s inadequate
drainage capacity, a recurring challenge during the monsoon season. The
current administration’s pre-monsoon cleanup efforts proved insufficient
against Saturday’s deluge. Meteorologists predict the sixth monsoon
spell will particularly impact upper and central Punjab, raising flood risks
in low-lying regions. Urban planners emphasize the need for upgraded
stormwater infrastructure to handle increasingly erratic rainfall patterns.

As Lahore dries out from this soaking, the episode underscores
Pakistan’s growing climate adaptation challenges. While monsoon rains
replenish water reserves, their intensification demands smarter urban
planning and disaster preparedness. The coming days will test whether
civic authorities can mitigate flooding risks as the monsoon season
peaks. For Lahore’s residents, these rains serve as both a blessing and a
reminder – the city must modernize its infrastructure to weather future
storms.
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