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President Donald Trump has implemented a series of new reciprocal tariffs aimed at
reversing years of one-sided trade arrangements and bringing manufacturing and revenue

back to the United States.

The move, announced via Truth Social in the early hours of Wednesday, targets dozens of

countries with tariffs ranging from 15% to 50%, depending on their trade practices and




willingness to negotiate with the U.S. The tariffs officially came into effect at midnight.

“Reciprocal tariffs take effect at midnight tonight! Billions of dollars... will start flowing into

the USA,” Trump posted, emphasizing the scale and purpose of the new measures.

This latest trade action follows a recent executive order signed by the president. Among
those affected are Nigeria and several African nations now facing 15% import duties. The
administration had granted a 90-day negotiation window earlier this year, which expired on

August 1 without sufficient progress from the nations involved.

India is also under pressure, with a looming 50% tariff set to take effect on August 27 unless
the country reduces its imports of Russian oil. U.S. officials have linked the issue to strategic

energy policy and national security concerns.

In one of the most significant policy shifts, Trump is pushing for a 100% tariff on foreign-
made semiconductors, a direct challenge to global tech suppliers. The initiative is designed

to bring high-tech manufacturing back to American soil.

The White House’s toughened stance on semiconductors comes as Apple confirmed a
S 100 billion investment in its U.S. operations. Although not explicitly tied to the tariffs, the
timing signals the impact of growing government pressure on American firms to localize

production.

Last week, the administration released an updated list of targeted imports and gave a final

deadline of August 7 for trade partners to reach revised agreements or face higher duties.

In an interview with Fox Business, a senior trade official explained the administration’s

intent:

“The goal is not to punish, but to restore balance. The president wants to see trade deals

that benefit American workers, not just foreign economies.”

Despite pushback from international leaders and trade blocs, Trump has maintained a firm

stance, viewing the tariffs as a necessary correction to decades of weak U.S. trade policy.

A legal challenge is also underway in the U.S. Court of Appeals, where the legality of
Trump’s executive authority to enforce tariffs is being reviewed. Trump responded sharply to

the case, warning that judicial activism could derail economic progress.



“The only thing that can stop America’s greatness would be a radical left court that wants to

see our country faill” he wrote.

As the deadline looms for remaining trade partners to comply, pressure is mounting in

capitals across the globe to return to the negotiating table under Washington’s terms.



