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At the 2025 Queensland Short Course Championships, two young Australian swimmers
made headlines by setting new age group records, underscoring the strong talent emerging
from the region’s swimming programs.

Koa Stotz, representing Somerset on the Gold Coast, broke the Australian 14-year-old 50m
breaststroke record with an impressive time of 29.52 seconds. This time shaved 0.32
seconds off the previous record of 29.84 seconds set by Nicholas Stoupas in 2022. Stotz’s
performance stood out not only for breaking the record but also for his competitive spirit
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throughout the championships. He added to his success by winning a silver medal in the
100m freestyle, narrowly missing gold by just 0.04 seconds to fellow competitor Hudson
Hegarty.

Another notable achievement came from Bryce Krause, a swimmer from Fairholme in
Toowoomba. Krause improved his own 50m backstroke record for the 14-year age group,
finishing the race in 26.65 seconds. This marked a 0.02-second improvement on his
previous best, demonstrating steady progress in his performance. Krause’s continued
success highlights the depth of young swimming talent within Queensland and the
effectiveness of the region’s development programs.

These individual achievements at the Queensland Short Course Championships highlight
Australia’s ongoing commitment to nurturing young athletes who show promise on the
national and potentially international stage. The competition serves as a key platform for
emerging swimmers to test their skills and set new benchmarks within their age groups.

The Queensland championships not only showcase rising stars but also contribute to the
wider Australian swimming landscape, providing valuable opportunities for young swimmers
to gain experience in high-level competition.

Overall, the record-breaking performances by Stotz and Krause at this event reflect both
their dedication and the quality of coaching and training available in Queensland. Their
success offers a positive outlook for the future of Australian swimming, encouraging
continued investment in youth sports development.

These achievements will be closely watched by national selectors and swimming
enthusiasts as both athletes continue to develop and aim for further success in upcoming
competitions.
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