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Britain’s enduring fascination with the “cottagecore” lifestyle continues to shape housing
trends, with new analysis revealing the most affordable places to buy a traditional cottage in
2025.

According to property website Zoopla, the demand for cosy, rural homes remains strong,
driven by buyers seeking charm, character, and a simpler way of life. While cottages in prime
locations still carry a premium, the data highlights more affordable alternatives across the
UK.

UK Cottage Hotspots Ranked by Affordability
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Unsurprisingly, commuter-friendly areas close to London command some of the highest
prices. In the Slough area, which includes Windsor, Eton, and Iver, popular for their Elizabeth
line access, average asking prices for cottages reach £824,500. Similarly, in Welwyn
Hatfield, cottages cost around £662,500.

The Cotswolds, known for its picturesque landscapes and period homes, sees average
cottage prices in Gloucester reach £531,500. North Warwickshire is even steeper, with
cottages averaging £615,000.

However, the analysis also identifies significantly cheaper locations. In Sunderland, North
East England, the average cottage price is £115,00, offering a more accessible route to
rural living. In East Renfrewshire, Scotland, cottages are priced around £100,000, while
buyers in Wales can find options in Neath Port Talbot for £170,000.

In the South East, Southampton provides better value than most, with cottages averaging
£280,000. The Fenland area in the East of England, including Wisbech, Chatteris, and
Whittlesey, offers cottages at around £249,000, while still maintaining reasonable travel
links to London.

Blackburn with Darwen in the North West has become a buyer hotspot, with the average
cottage listed at £157,500. Zoopla reported that “cottage” was the fourth most searched-for
term on its platform in 2024, reflecting the growing popularity of the aesthetic, popularised
in part by the romanticised rural setting of films such as The Holiday.

In West Yorkshire, Bradford offers affordable options with strong appeal, with the average
cottage price standing at £200,000. The area is known for its industrial heritage and a
vibrant cultural scene.

The Derbyshire Dales boasts the highest concentration of cottages on the market, with over
21% of listings falling into this category, making it a strong contender for those seeking
variety.

Daniel Copley, a consumer expert at Zoopla, noted: “Our data shows a clear and sustained
appetite for the cottagecore lifestyle. While the dream of a quaint, rural cottage is often
associated with high prices, our analysis highlights that affordability can still be found
across the country.”



Property expert Nigel Bishop added: “Cottages remain desirable due to their charm and
typically manageable size. Buyers should be aware that rural locations may mean limited
access to amenities, but demand remains high, especially for competitively priced
properties.”

Zoopla’s research looked at listings between January and May 2025, excluding most
London properties.


