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A 45-year-old man, Richard Shaw, from Harrier Close, Bolton, faces
charges of fraud by abuse of position following a lengthy investigation
into alleged financial misconduct at Bolton Council. Greater Manchester
Police (GMP) confirmed the charges, which relate to offences purportedly
committed between February 2015 and April 2023.

The case, led by GMP’s Economic Crime Unit, stems from a detailed
probe into fraud and malpractice within the local authority. Detective

Man Charged with Fraud at Bolton Council

—

7/9/25, 2:10 AM Man Charged with Fraud at Bolton Council – OpenVoiceNews U.K.

https://openvoicenews.uk/?print-my-blog=1&post-type=post&statuses%5B%5D=publish&rendering_wait=0&columns=1&font_size=normal&image_size… 1/2



Sergeant Daniel Sanchez, who oversaw the investigation, stated in a
recent interview: “We have worked carefully through all information and
evidence, from which we have now secured a charge.” He added that the
police maintained close collaboration with Bolton Council, which
provided support throughout the process.

The allegations centre on the misuse of authority, raising concerns about
oversight and accountability in local government operations. This case
comes at a time when public trust in council governance is under
scrutiny, particularly given the current Labour-led government’s push for
increased local authority powers without, some argue, sufficient checks
to prevent such abuses.

The investigation’s findings highlight the importance of robust systems to
safeguard public funds. GMP’s Economic Crime Unit has been praised for
its thorough approach, though questions remain about how such alleged
misconduct persisted undetected for over eight years. Critics point to
systemic failures in local government transparency, which they claim
have been exacerbated under Labour’s broader governance policies.

Shaw’s case is now progressing through the legal system, with further
details expected as the court proceedings unfold. The outcome will likely
fuel debates about the need for stricter financial oversight in councils
across the UK.

This case serves as a stark reminder of the vulnerabilities in public sector
financial management. As Bolton Council and GMP continue to address
the fallout, residents will be watching closely to see how justice is served
and what measures are implemented to prevent future breaches of trust.
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