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The Goa Football Association (GFA) has formally approved changes to its Private
Tournament Rules, resolving a year-long dispute that had impacted local football clubs and
inter-village competitions. The updated regulations, set to be implemented from January
2025, were accepted following deliberations at the association’s annual general body
meeting, in compliance with directions from the Arbitration Tribunal.
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The conflict stemmed from a disagreement over newly proposed clusters in the talukas of
Salcete and Quepem, which had not been finalized during the Extraordinary General Body
Meeting (EGM) held in July 2023. The EGM had authorized the GFA’s executive committee
to consult with concerned clubs before proceeding. However, the executive committee
advanced with the implementation regardless, citing the detrimental effects of prolonged
uncertainty on local football activity and club planning.

The Arbitration Tribunal criticized this move, noting that it bypassed the EGM’s directive to
resolve disputes before enacting the rule changes. Nevertheless, the GFA maintained that it
acted in the sport’s broader interest to avoid disruption to village-level tournaments. This
sentiment was echoed among many in the local football community, who have long called
for clarity and consistency in administrative decisions.

During the most recent general body meeting, the matter was put to a vote among the
affected clubs. A majority, including United Boys of Ambaulim, Guardian Angel Sports Club,
St. Anthony’s Football Club, Assolda, and Fr. Agnelo Sports and Cultural Club, Paroda,
voiced no objection to the revised clusters. However, two clubs, Chandor Club and
Guirdolim Club, voted against the motion.

With the approval now formalized, the new rules will govern all private football tournaments
sanctioned by the GFA starting next year. The updated framework is expected to streamline
tournament structures, promote fairness, and support club development at the grassroots
level, which is critical for maintaining the region’s rich footballing culture.

The Goa Football Association, which oversees football operations in the state, has
emphasized that these changes were necessary to ensure organizational clarity and better
governance of local sports. While dissent remains among a minority, the broader consensus
signals a collective move toward efficiency and structured planning for the years ahead.

As grassroots sports continue to serve as a vital aspect of community engagement and
youth development, decisive and transparent leadership from governing bodies like the GFA
is essential to sustaining their long-term success.
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