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Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025 saw Australian and allied forces
demonstrate seamless amphibious integration at Cowley Beach,
Queensland, as part of Australia’s largest military exercise. Troops from
the Australian Defence Force (ADF), alongside Japan, New Zealand,
and other partners, executed complex landings and operations from
HMAS Canberra and HMAS Choules, showcasing military readiness
and interoperability. The drills underscore Australia’s commitment to a
strong defence posture in the Indo-Pacific.

Cowley Beach Highlights Amphibious
Integration in Talisman Sabre 2025
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From July 13 to August 4, over 35,000 personnel from 19 nations
participated in Talisman Sabre, with Cowley Beach serving as a key
training ground for amphibious operations. The Australian Amphibious
Force, including the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (1RAR),
conducted Force Integration Training (FIT) and Wet and Dry
Environmental Rehearsals (WADER), as reported by Defence News.
Troops disembarked from HMAS Canberra, with vehicles like
Bushmaster Protective Mobility Vehicles and M777A2 Howitzers
loaded via gangways and cranes, per Mirage News. Japanese forces
tested new communications equipment alongside 1RAR, while the
10th Force Support Battalion (10 FSB) cleared beach access lanes,
ensuring operational efficiency.

The Amphibious Beach Team (ABT), including six New Zealand
soldiers from the 2nd Combat Service Support Battalion, managed
vehicle marshalling and recovery operations. Lieutenant Gabby
Williams, embedded with the ABT, noted, “We’re observing Australian
procedures to adapt for our use, while helping manage the team on the
ground” (Defence News). Her team’s work ensured smooth landings,
vital for rapid force projection. Captain Chris Doherty, Commander
Australian Amphibious Force, emphasized interoperability: “This
training shows we can integrate with partners for complex operations”
(Defence News).

The exercise, unhindered by domestic political shifts, highlights the
ADF’s focus on regional security. Posts on X, like @MaryBeth1BR’s
praise for a “smooth landing” by Naval Beach Unit 7, reflect global
admiration for the operation’s precision. With Cowley Beach drills
preparing forces for advanced missions at Shoalwater Bay, Talisman
Sabre 2025 reinforces Australia’s military strength and alliance
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networks, ensuring readiness against emerging threats in a volatile
region.
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