Zorawar Tank Forges Ahead: A Pragmatic Path for India's Armored Future

India's indigenous Light Battle Tank (LBT), the "Zorawar," is rapidly progressing through its
development, marking a significant step in the nation's efforts to enhance its armored
capabilities. This project, named after the 19th-century Dogra general Zorawar Singh,
represents a pragmatic approach to defense manufacturing, blending domestic innovation with
crucial foreign collaboration to meet the Indian Army's specific operational needs, particularly in
high-altitude environments.

The genesis of the Zorawar program lies in the strategic challenges encountered during the
2020 Galwan Valley clash, which highlighted the urgent need for a lightweight, agile tank
capable of operating effectively in mountainous terrain. Unlike the heavier Main Battle Tanks
(MBTSs) like the T-90s and T-72s, which are less suited for high altitudes and narrow roads, the
25-ton Zorawar is designed for rapid deployment and maneuverability. The first prototype,
unveiled in July 2024 at Larsen & Toubro's (L&T) Hazira plant, has already undergone
successful desert and high-altitude trials, demonstrating impressive mobility and firing accuracy.
A second prototype, co-developed with Bharat Forge and incorporating initial user feedback, is
slated to roll out by September 2025.

A key differentiator for the Zorawar project, compared to past indigenous armor programs like
the Arjun MBT, is its pragmatic embrace of foreign components where necessary, alongside a
strong emphasis on domestic production. For instance, the tank's 105 mm Cockerill 3105 turret
is a co-development venture with Belgium-based John Cockerill Defence and Pune-based



Electro Pneumatics and Hydraulics (EPH) under a 60:40 agreement, aiming for local production
and export potential. Furthermore, the tank is powered by an American-built Cummins 760
horsepower (HP) VTA904E-T760 engine and a RENK America HMPT transmission system, with
a strategic push for local assembly of these critical components. Over 70% of the tank's content
is indigenous, with parts like rubber components, gear systems, and cooling systems sourced
from Indian Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

The Indian Army plans to conduct extensive user trials starting in August 2025, with an
ambitious induction target set for 2027. An initial order for 59 tanks has been placed, with a
projected total requirement of 354 units. This balance of indigenous development and targeted
foreign collaboration positions the Zorawar as a vital asset for India's defense, allowing for
quicker realization and integration of a modern, agile tank specifically tailored for its unique
operational landscape. Its success will serve as a crucial benchmark for future indigenous
defense projects, underscoring a maturing ecosystem that prioritizes timely and effective
solutions.



