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A recent spike in road traffic crashes (RTCs) has left over 1,200 individuals injured across
various regions, with Lahore reporting the highest number of cases. The data paints a
worrying picture of traffic safety standards in urban centers, pointing to a dangerous

combination of underage driving, lack of enforcement, and poor public awareness.

According to official figures, 1,193 RTCs were recorded over a short period. Rescue
medical teams reported that 490 of the injured sustained serious injuries and were shifted

to various hospitals, while 766 victims with minor injuries received treatment at the scene.
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The vast majority of these incidents, an overwhelming 82, involved motorcycles, once again
raising red flags over the lack of safety measures and helmet use, particularly among young

riders.

A closer look at the data reveals a troubling breakdown: 729 of the victims were drivers,
including 56 underage individuals, while 407 passengers and 131 pedestrians were also
caught up in the crashes. These numbers indicate that the consequences of reckless or
unregulated driving extend well beyond the drivers themselves. The involvement of
underage drivers is especially concerning and highlights a systemic failure in both
enforcement and parental responsibility. Despite laws against minors operating motor
vehicles, many continue to do so openly, often with the tacit approval of families and local

communities.

The city of Lahore reported 193 of the total RTCs, impacting 228 individuals, making it the
most affected urban area. It was followed by Multan, which also reported a significant
number of cases. These figures reflect a broader crisis that stretches across Punjab and
demands immediate provincial attention. Urban growth, a rising number of motorcyclists,

and weak traffic oversight all contribute to the worsening conditions.

While emergency medical response teams deserve credit for their timely interventions, the
recurring nature of these incidents suggests that current road safety policies are either
ineffective or not properly implemented. It is not enough to respond to crashes; meaningful
prevention strategies must be prioritized. This includes strict penalties for underage driving,
mandatory helmet enforcement, and public awareness campaigns aimed at both drivers and

pedestrians.

In the current political climate, where leadership remains distracted or unwilling to address
grassroots-level issues, the responsibility increasingly falls on local administrations and
civic groups to push for reform. Road safety should not be a partisan issue, it is a public
health crisis affecting citizens across the board. Without serious action, the human cost will

only continue to rise.
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