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Mitchell Owen delivered a standout debut performance for Australia in the first Twenty20

International (T20I) against the West Indies at Sabrina Park, combining effective bowling
with explosive batting to help secure a crucial three-wicket win. Despite batting in an
unfamiliar middle-order position, Owen’s all-round effort marked him as a rising talent for the

national team.

Owen, who primarily bats in the top order, impressed immediately by taking the wicket of the

West Indies’ in-form captain, Shai Hope, with just his third ball in international T20 cricket.
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This breakthrough triggered a sharp collapse in the Caribbean lineup, which fell from a
strong position to seven runs for four wickets in the final overs of the innings. Speaking after
the match, Owen admitted to nerves early on but welcomed the chance to make an impact.
“I thought... he smacked me for six first ball. But | was lucky Shai hit one up the shot and got
my first wicket. | was pretty nervous running in those first six balls, but nice to get it out of

the way,” Owen told ESPNcricinfo.

While Owen is more accustomed to batting higher up, Sunday’s game saw him take guard at
number six, a spot he’s only occupied twice before in T20 matches. Despite the unfamiliar
position and a challenging situation where the team needed quick runs, Owen approached
his innings with calm determination. “| honestly tried not to look at the field too much and
just sort of react to each ball, which | think held me in good stead,” he explained. “We had to
strike at 10s or nines when | came out. So | still had to be nice and positive. If | took my time

to sort of try and get into innings, | feel like | sort of dig myself a hole.”

Owen’s batting display was marked by aggression and timing, notably in the 12th over when
he blasted three sixes in four balls off left-arm spinner Akeal Hosein. He also took on big-
hitters Andre Russell and Alzarri Joseph, sending two sixes and one six, respectively, into
the stands. His 80-run partnership with fellow all-rounder Cameron Green proved pivotal,
guiding Australia from 78 for 4 in the ninth over to a comfortable finish. “It was a lot of fun.
It's the first time I've been on the same side as Greeny. So it was nice to be out there with
him and contribute to a pretty good partnership. We kept each other nice and calm and just

stuck to our processes,” Owen reflected.

Owen’s debut fifty, scored off just 27 balls, places him among a select group of Australian
cricketers, joining the ranks of legends like Ricky Ponting and David Warner who have
scored fifties on their T20Il debut. His balanced approach of fearless hitting and tactical
bowling gives Australia a promising new asset as they look to build momentum in the series

against a strong West Indies side.

With this performance, Mitchell Owen has sent a clear message that he can handle pressure
situations both with the ball and the bat, regardless of where he is asked to play in the order.
For Australian cricket fans, his breakthrough is a welcome boost amid ongoing team

transitions
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