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A man in Abingdon has been arrested for failing to appear in court on a charge of drug

driving, following an operation carried out by Thames Valley Police.

Officers from the force’s Rural Crime Taskforce arrested in the early hours of August 21 at a

residential address in Abingdon. A spokesperson for the task force confirmed that the



individual is currently being booked into custody and will be brought before a court in the

morning to answer the charge.

“The suspect is currently in custody and will appear in court tomorrow regarding the drug

driving offence,” the spokesperson said.

The arrest comes as part of ongoing policing efforts in Oxfordshire to ensure compliance
with the law and address criminal activity in both urban and rural areas. The Rural Crime
Taskforce regularly conducts targeted operations to tackle offences ranging from vehicle

crime to anti-social behaviour in local communities.

Earlier in the same operation, officers patrolled the west Oxfordshire area, stopping several
vehicles in Witney as part of routine checks. Police also provided support to the team’s
response colleagues in investigating a report of a suspicious male loitering near parked

cars. No arrests were made in that incident.

This activity follows another arrest made by the Rural Crime Taskforce on August 20. In that
case, a man was detained on suspicion of shoplifting. Thames Valley Police emphasised
that such operations are aimed at maintaining public safety and reducing crime in local

communities.

Residents have welcomed the increased police presence. One witness, who asked not to
be named, said: “It’'s reassuring to see the police actively patrolling the area. It shows they

are taking action to keep the community safe.”

Drug driving remains a significant concern for police forces across the United Kingdom. The
offence carries severe penalties, including fines, disqualification from driving, and possible
imprisonment, depending on the circumstances and severity of the case. Authorities
continue to urge drivers to refrain from operating vehicles under the influence of drugs,

citing the risks posed to themselves and other road users.

The Rural Crime Taskforce operates across a broad area of the Thames Valley, including
Oxfordshire, Berkshire, and Buckinghamshire. Officers specialise in rural-specific crime
issues, often working alongside local communities to identify and prevent illegal activity.
Their remit includes tackling theft, anti-social behaviour, and offences that may not receive

the same attention in urban policing.



Thames Valley Police have reiterated the importance of community cooperation in
preventing crime. They encourage members of the public to report suspicious activity and
to follow local advice regarding crime prevention. The force also stresses that arrests and
investigations are conducted according to established legal processes, ensuring that

individuals are treated fairly and lawfully.

In addition to targeted operations, Thames Valley Police continue to run awareness
campaigns highlighting the dangers of drug driving. These initiatives aim to educate the
public and reduce the number of incidents that could lead to arrests and potential harm on

local roads.

The arrest in Abingdon illustrates the ongoing commitment of Thames Valley Police to
enforcing road safety and upholding the law. By focusing on both enforcement and
community engagement, the force seeks to maintain public confidence and enhance safety

across Oxfordshire’s towns and rural areas.

Residents are advised to remain vigilant and cooperate with officers during routine checks
and local policing operations. Thames Valley Police stress that the community’s support is

essential in sustaining a safe environment for all.



