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First Lady Aseefa Bhutto Zardari emphaszed homewnership as
fundamental to dignity and security during a ceremony distributing
property titles under Sindh’s flood rehabilitation program. The National
Assembly member presided over the event in Nawabshah, where the
provincial government transferred ownership of newly constructed

homes to women from flood-affected families. The initiative forms part of
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the Sindh People’s Housing for Flood-Affected (SPHF) project targeting

2.1 million housing units.

The ceremony highlighted the program’s unique focus on registering
properties exclusively to female household members. Aseefa described
the ownership documents as “more than paperwork” but rather
instruments of economic empowerment and family stability. This
approach aligns with broader efforts to address gender disparities in
asset ownership across rural Sindh, where women traditionally have
limited property rights despite bearing significant household

responsibilities.

Government officials report substantial progress in the SPHF project, with
thousands of homes already completed in districts devastated by the
2022 floods. The reconstruction effort combines disaster recovery with
social engineering, using housing rehabilitation to reshape traditional
property ownership patterns. Critics, however, question whether adequate
support systems exist to help beneficiaries maintain and leverage their

new assets productively.

As Sindh continues its post-flood rebuilding, the women-centric property
initiative could establish transformative precedents for rural development.
While the program’s immediate goal addresses shelter needs, its long-
term success will depend on accompanying measures — financial literacy
programs, maintenance support, and legal protections against property
dispossession. For thousands of flood-affected families, these title
deeds represent both restored homes and potential generational change
in economic empowerment. The true measure of success will emerge in
whether this property ownership translates into tangible improvements in

women’s decision-making power and family resilience.
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