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At the Garma Festival in the Northern Territory (NT), Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
addressed ongoing challenges faced by Indigenous Australians, focusing on economic
empowerment while not announcing new commitments to truth-telling or treaty processes.

At the 25th annual Garma Festival in Gulkula, Northern Territory, Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese spoke to Indigenous leaders and attendees about the persistent challenges
facing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. Held from August 1-4, 2025, the
festival, hosted by the Yothu Yindi Foundation, is Australia’s largest Indigenous cultural
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gathering, showcasing Yolŋu traditions and fostering dialogue on critical issues like health,
education, and economic development. Albanese’s speech emphasized economic
initiatives but drew criticism for lacking concrete plans to address systemic issues

Albanese announced a $75 million investment for Native Title holders to secure better
economic deals and $31 million for mobile Technical and Further Education (TAFE)
programs to boost skills in remote communities. He framed these as steps toward “long-
term prosperity” for Indigenous Australians, criticizing “culture wars” as unproductive.
However, he avoided detailed commitments to the Uluru Statement’s call for a Makarrata
commission, which involves truth-telling and treaty-making, despite earlier promises to
implement the statement in full. This shift follows the 2023 Voice to Parliament
referendum’s defeat, which many attendees noted has stalled progress on Indigenous
affairs.

Local leaders expressed frustration over the government’s vague approach. Djawa
Yunupingu, a senior Gumatj clan leader, urged Albanese to work closely with communities,
emphasizing the need for a “real economy” in Arnhem Land. Yothu Yindi Foundation CEO
Denise Bowden welcomed the Prime Minister’s presence but cautioned against treating
attendance as sufficient action, stating, “It’s important to listen, but it’s also important to do.”
Critics, including the Uluru Dialogue’s co-chairs Megan Davis and Pat Anderson, described
the government’s efforts as “performative,” pointing to worsening Closing the Gap
outcomes, with adult imprisonment and youth incarceration rates rising.

The festival also highlighted broader systemic issues, with the Northern Territory’s justice
system under scrutiny after recent laws reintroduced harsher youth detention measures.
Indigenous advocates, including Justice not Jails, called for urgent reforms to address
rising deaths in custody. While Albanese praised Victoria’s Yoorrook Justice Commission
for its truth-telling efforts, his speech offered no clear federal pathway forward, leaving many
attendees skeptical about tangible change
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