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The political pressure is mounting on Labour Party leader Keir Starmer as the Scottish National
Party (SNP) takes a firm stance on the United Kingdom'’s position regarding Palestinian statehood.
In a move that could force a high-profile vote in Parliament, the SNP has announced its intention to

table a motion calling for the formal recognition of Palestine as a state.



The development comes amid increased international calls for action, following France’s recent
decision to recognise Palestinian statehood. The SNP is pushing Westminster to follow suit,

accusing Starmer of dragging his feet on an issue that has gained urgency on the world stage.

Stephen Flynn, the SNP’'s Westminster leader, did not mince words. “Unless Keir Starmer stops
blocking UK recognition of Palestine, the SNP will force a vote in Parliament,” Flynn said in a recent
interview. He criticised Labour’s leadership for failing to reflect the will of many in the international

community and within the UK electorate.

Recognition of statehood constitutes a formal declaration that a government or international body
acknowledges a territory as a sovereign nation. While largely symbolic in the absence of
coordinated global action, such recognition carries diplomatic weight and signals a shift in policy

priorities.

Starmer, who has positioned himself as cautious on foreign affairs, is now under pressure from
both pro-Israel and pro-Palestine advocates. Critics argue that the UK has long delayed making a

principled decision on the matter, and see France’s recognition as a catalyst for renewed debate.

With the Labour Party now in government, the lack of a clear stance raises questions about its
direction on foreign policy. The opposition, including the SNP, appears determined to keep this

issue on the agenda, with many arguing that moral and diplomatic leadership is sorely needed.

As the matter heads toward a possible vote, all eyes will be on whether Starmer bends to pressure

or continues to sidestep one of the more contentious international issues facing Parliament today.



