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Jobs on the Line as Government Scrambles to
Save Vital UK Refinery Amid Energy Shifts
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The UK government has pledged support for a vital refinery in Wales, amid growing

concerns over the potential loss of 420 jobs during a challenging transition away from fossil
fuels. The Stanlow oil refinery, operated by Essar Oil UK, is facing a critical moment as its
future hangs in the balance due to mounting financial pressure and uncertainties around the
shift to greener energy sources. Located near Ellesmere Port, the site is one of the UK’s
most significant refineries, supplying about one-sixth of the country’s road fuel. Now, local
leaders and unions are urging the government to step in and ensure the plant’s long-term

viability.



The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero has confirmed it is working closely with
the company and local stakeholders to explore all available options to secure the refinery’s
future. While details remain limited, ministers have acknowledged the site’s importance to
both the regional economy and national energy security. The government emphasized that

any support provided must align with the UK’s broader net-zero commitments.

Workers, many of whom have served the facility for decades, now face deep uncertainty.
Unions have voiced concern over the potential social and economic impact of job losses
on surrounding communities, calling for urgent intervention. Unite, one of the leading trade
unions, has warned that losing the refinery could set back energy transition efforts by

eroding the UK’s refining capacity and making the country more dependent on fuel imports.

Essar Oil UK has stated that it remains committed to its transformation plan, which includes
a shift toward low-carbon fuels and hydrogen production. The company has been in talks
with officials over potential financial support and investment incentives to aid in this
transition. Stakeholders say that with the right backing, the refinery could serve as a model

for cleaner, modernized energy infrastructure.

As discussions continue, the spotlight is now on whether the government will deliver
meaningful assistance in time to protect jobs, bolster the energy sector, and support

communities caught in the middle of a fast-changing industrial landscape.



