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A former elementary school teacher, Andrew James McGann, aged 28, has been charged
with capital murder after allegedly killing Clinton David Brink (43) and his wife, Cristen
Amanda Brink (41), while the couple was hiking with their two young daughters in Devil’s
Den State Park, Arkansas. The children, aged 7 and 9, were unharmed and are now with
relatives.

Former Teacher Charged in Arkansas Hikers’
Murder Had Raised Concerns Over Classroom
Conduct
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McGann was arrested on July 30 in Springdale, Arkansas, at a barbershop during a five-day
manhunt. Authorities matched his DNA to evidence from the crime scene, and police say he
admitted to the killings. The attack is believed to have been random, with no known
connection between McGann and the victims. Prosecutors indicated they may seek the
death penalty.

Reports show that McGann had recently arrived in Arkansas to begin a new teaching role
and had not yet started working with pupils. Prior to the move, he taught in Texas and
Oklahoma and had been placed on administrative leave at Donald Elementary School in
Flower Mound, Texas, in spring 2023. The action followed complaints regarding classroom
management and possible favoritism toward female students, though no direct evidence of
sexual misconduct was found. McGann resigned in May 2023.

Parents from his Texas teaching tenure described McGann as “odd” and recounted
behaviour that included giving gifts and extra attention to certain girls. One former student’s
mother noted that her son reported minimal academic activity and said McGann favoured
girls when handing out candy or soft drinks. Concerns prompted internal discussion among
parents and school officials.

On the day of the attack, July 26, Clinton and Cristen Brink were hiking with their daughters
when they were fatally stabbed. The wife is said to have led the children to safety before
returning to aid her husband. Neither child was harmed.

McGann was apprehended around 30 miles from the crime scene as he sat for a haircut. A
hair stylist at the barbershop told law enforcement she felt uneasy and saved hair clippings,
which aided the investigation.

Investigators said McGann has no criminal record or known history of mental illness.
Authorities continue to investigate his motive, which remains unclear.
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