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Kerala, V. B. Ajayakumar, a prominent human rights and environmental activist known for his
work with marginalized communities, has passed away at the age of 48. His death marks a
significant loss for grassroots advocacy movements in Kerala and beyond.

Ajayakumar was the founder of Rights, a non‑governmental organization dedicated to
advancing the welfare of Dalit, tribal, and fishing communities in Kerala. Through this
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platform, he championed issues such as access to basic services, equitable development,
and environmental protection, often advocating for communities that had long been
excluded from policy discussions.

Over the years, Ajayakumar played a key role in representing local and indigenous voices on
national and international stages. He was part of Kerala’s delegation to major environmental
and climate forums, including the United Nations Climate Change Conferences COP 26 in
Glasgow and COP 28 in Dubai. At these summits, he presented case studies and
testimonies highlighting the effects of environmental degradation and climate policies on
vulnerable groups.

Civil society leaders and fellow activists have paid tribute to his unwavering commitment.
“Ajayakumar never spoke for himself; he spoke for those who had no platform. His advocacy
brought the concerns of coastal fishing families, tribal hamlets, and Dalit settlements into
national focus,” said a colleague from his NGO.

Ajayakumar’s approach to activism combined grassroots mobilization with policy
engagement. He organized legal aid camps, public hearings, and community workshops to
educate citizens about their rights under Indian law. Simultaneously, he worked to influence
legislative processes, submitting policy recommendations to state authorities on issues
ranging from coastal regulation to land rights.

His environmental advocacy was closely tied to human rights concerns. He campaigned
against projects he believed would harm ecosystems vital to the livelihoods of fishing and
tribal communities. By emphasizing the human cost of environmental damage, he
positioned ecological protection not just as a conservation goal but as a matter of social
justice.

Ajayakumar’s passing has been widely mourned among activist networks in India.
Messages of condolence have poured in from various quarters, including grassroots
organizations, academic circles, and international NGOs that had collaborated with him on
advocacy initiatives.

Funeral arrangements have not yet been publicly announced. His colleagues have stated
that they plan to honor his memory by continuing the work he began, particularly in
defending the rights of those living on the margins of Kerala’s social and economic systems.
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V. B. Ajayakumar leaves behind a legacy of community‑centered activism that bridged the
gap between local struggles and global policy debates. His work showed the principle that
environmental protection and human dignity are inseparable and that sustainable
development must prioritize the most vulnerable.
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