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Fresh unrest has broken out in Waterlooville, Hampshire, after residents voiced anger over
reports that dozens of asylum seekers are to be relocated to newly built flats worth an
estimated £250,000 each. The alleged plan, which residents claim was kept from public
scrutiny, has sparked demonstrations and renewed criticism of the Home Office’s handling
of immigration-related accommodation.

Protest Erupts in Hampshire Over Reported
Plans to House Asylum Seekers in New £250k
Flats.
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The reported scheme involves moving 35 asylum seekers into a new-build development in
the market town, without prior consultation with residents. Locals, many of whom only
became aware of the plan through media leaks and word-of-mouth, gathered to protest
what they described as a “secretive move” that sidesteps public accountability and fails to
consider the strain on local services and infrastructure.

Former Home Secretary Suella Braverman has spoken out against the proposal, calling it
“deeply unfair” to both the local community and to taxpayers. “The British people are rightly
frustrated when hard-working families are priced out of housing, yet public funds are used to
provide high-standard accommodation for individuals who have not entered the country
through legal means,” Braverman said in a recent statement.

The Home Office has not confirmed full details of the arrangement but insists that all
accommodation decisions are made in line with legal obligations and suitability
assessments. However, this latest case has revived wider concerns about transparency,
cost, and the impact of such decisions on local communities, especially when they involve
areas that already face housing pressure.

Protesters have maintained that their objection is not about compassion but about fairness,
transparency, and the right of local citizens to be consulted. “We’re not against helping
people,” said one demonstrator. “But this was all done behind closed doors, and no one
asked us. It’s our town too.”

The United Kingdom (UK) continues to face challenges in accommodating asylum seekers
while managing public opinion and safeguarding local services. As the debate intensifies,
this protest is likely to add further pressure on government departments to strike a balance
between international obligations and domestic priorities.
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