
OpenVoiceNews U.S.
Transparent. Unbiased. Yours.

July 18, 2025
Categories: Human Rights

Download IPFS

New data reveals that the United States Department of Education has slowed the pace at
which it processes civil rights complaints, as structural reforms and a shift in focus during
the Trump administration reprioritized agency resources.

Under President Donald Trump’s leadership, the Department of Education underwent a
number of administrative changes aimed at scaling back federal oversight and limiting
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bureaucratic overreach. Part of this restructuring included reducing the scope of
investigations by the Office for Civil Rights (OCR), the division responsible for addressing
discrimination complaints in schools. While critics claim this resulted in fewer resolved
cases, supporters argue that the department moved toward handling complaints more
efficiently and within its proper constitutional role.

According to the department’s statistics, the number of open cases grew during this period,
and the time taken to resolve issues extended. However, former Education Secretary Betsy
DeVos defended the shift, stating the agency was focusing on “individual justice” instead of
broad, systemic investigations that often dragged on for years. Her approach emphasized
resolving cases promptly without using the OCR as a tool for sweeping federal mandates
across school districts.

The changes included rolling back prior guidance on issues such as school discipline
disparities and transgender student access to facilities. While these moves drew criticism
from activist groups, many parents and educators supported the effort to return decision-
making power to local communities and school boards. They argued that overreach from
Washington, D.C. had made it more difficult for schools to maintain discipline and address
local needs.

An Education Department spokesperson at the time highlighted that the agency remained
committed to civil rights enforcement, but with greater attention to due process and fairness
for all involved parties. “We’re enforcing the law as written, not creating new mandates from
the top down,” the spokesperson said.

This more restrained approach to federal intervention marked a clear shift from previous
administrations, aligning with a broader agenda to streamline government and restore local
control over education policy. While the debate continues over the long-term impact of
these changes, the data illustrate a moment of recalibration in how the federal government
approaches civil rights within America’s education system.


