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fact-finding visit, Commissioner Michael

cuucdauul i, dliu vadsiu vvoilidic.

The Commissioner emphasised that tackling
child poverty is not simply a matter of social
policy, but a human rights obligation. He
criticised the UK government for lacking a
coordinated strategy and urged ministers to
introduce targeted reforms with clearly
defined benchmarks. While acknowledging
the government’s commitment to developing
a child poverty strategy, O’Flaherty stressed
that this must go beyond rhetoric and deliver

measurable change.

Among the most concerning findings were
reports from children themselves, who
described living in conditions likened to
“almost Dickensian” hardship. Accounts
included families forced to choose between
food and heating, and children without
access to clean clothing or proper shelter.
The Commissioner noted that these
conditions violate children’s rights to an
adequate standard of living, as outlined in

international human rights frameworks.

O’Flaherty specifically called for the reversal
of the two-child benefit cap and an increase
in direct support for low-income families,

including better access to free school meals
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