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Thousands of pupils across Northern Ireland are set to learn their GCSE results today, a
milestone moment that will help determine the next stage of their education or career path.
The results follow last week’s release of A-level grades, which saw Northern Ireland

outperform other regions of the United Kingdom.



More than 32,000 students are receiving results this year, with many also awaiting
vocational qualification outcomes alongside the traditional GCSE grades. In 2023, roughly
one-third of candidates achieved an A grade or higher, highlighting the region’s consistently

strong academic performance.

Last Thursday, over 25,000 young people across Northern Ireland received their AS and A-
level results. Among those, 30.4% of entries were awarded the highest grades of A* to A.
Overall, nearly 86% of pupils obtained grades A* to C — a figure that continues to outstrip
the performance of students in both England and Wales, where the average stood just under
78%.

This ongoing trend reflects Northern Ireland’s reputation for high educational standards,

despite challenges faced by schools and families in recent years.

Stormont’s Economy Minister Caocoimhe Archibald encouraged students to use the support
and advice available through the Department for the Economy’s Careers Service. She said
that while exam results represent an important step, they are not the sole factor shaping

future opportunities.

“Making informed decisions following your exam results is crucial in helping you consider
the next step on your journey,” Archibald said. “No matter what your results were, there are

many opportunities available to you, and | would urge you to examine these fully.”

The minister highlighted a wide range of paths open to young people, including continuing
education at school, pursuing further education courses, starting apprenticeships, joining
training programmes, or entering direct employment. Careers advisers, she added, can
provide tailored support to help individuals understand their options and choose a path

suited to their goals and abilities.

For many teenagers and families, results day is accompanied by significant pressure. The
decisions that follow whether to pursue academic qualifications, vocational routes, or

immediate employment shape future careers.

Teachers and education leaders have urged students and parents to view today as part of a
broader journey rather than a final verdict on a young person’s potential. They emphasise
that a wide variety of career routes exist for those who may not have achieved the grades

they had hoped for.



Education specialists also note that the increasing availability of apprenticeships and
vocational training provides practical alternatives to traditional university pathways,
particularly in industries facing skills shortages such as engineering, healthcare, and digital

technology.

The results in Northern Ireland come at a time when education policy across the UK
continues to be debated. Discussions around grading standards, regional performance
differences, and post-pandemic learning recovery remain at the forefront of education

reporting.

Northern Ireland’s consistently strong results compared with other regions often raise
guestions about teaching methods, curriculum structure, and assessment models. Analysts
suggest that smaller class sizes and a greater emphasis on traditional examinations may

partly explain the region’s comparative success.

While comparisons with England and Wales underline Northern Ireland’s strong record, they
also bring renewed scrutiny of the support available for young people facing challenges

such as limited university places, cost-of-living pressures, and employment uncertainties.

The Department for the Economy’s Careers Service has expanded its helpline and online
resources during the results period. Advisers are available to discuss course options,

training schemes, apprenticeships, and potential career paths.

Parents and carers are encouraged to engage with these resources to help guide their
children through the decisions ahead. Schools and colleges are also offering support

sessions for students unsure of their next move.

As students collect their envelopes today, attention will turn to how they and their families
navigate the choices that follow. For some, it will mean staying in school to pursue A-levels.
For others, the decision could involve moving into vocational study, technical training, or the

workplace.

While the pressure of results day can be intense, education officials stress that Northern
Ireland’s strong academic framework and growing range of career pathways provide young

people with significant opportunities to succeed.

For thousands across the region, today marks both an end and a beginning — closing one

chapter of education while opening the door to new possibilities.






