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Chancellor Rachel Reeves has called for a shift in public and institutional
attitudes towards ordinary savers investing in UK companies, stating it is
time to “stop being negative” about individuals buying shares. Speaking
in support of a more inclusive investment culture, Reeves suggested that
encouraging broader share ownership is key to boosting national
economic growth.

Reeves Urges End to Stigma Around Retail
Investment in UK Markets

—



The comments were made during a discussion on revitalising Britain’s
capital markets, where the Chancellor made clear her ambition to see
more of the population benefit directly from the success of UK-listed
firms. While institutional investors continue to dominate the London
Stock Exchange, retail investors have often been sidelined or dismissed,
with some voices in the financial establishment viewing direct share
ownership by the public as risky or unsuitable.

Reeves’ remarks come at a time when London is striving to regain its
appeal as a global financial hub following post-Brexit drift and increasing
competition from financial centres like New York and Paris. With UK firms
frequently opting to list overseas or being bought out by foreign investors,
confidence in the domestic market has wavered. Reeves now wants to
rebuild that trust by making investing more accessible and more
appealing to ordinary people.

Critics of Reeves may question whether Labour’s broader economic
policies align with this message. Despite her push for investment-led
growth, businesses remain wary of potential tax hikes or regulatory
overreach. There is also scepticism about Labour’s ability to genuinely
foster a pro-investment environment while keeping unions and
backbenchers onside.

However, Reeves is right to highlight the need for cultural change around
investment. For too long, British households have been steered towards
passive saving rather than being encouraged to take ownership, literally
and financially, of the nation’s companies. This mindset has contributed
to a lack of domestic capital supporting homegrown innovation.



Making markets work for savers will require more than speeches. Real
change will depend on ensuring tax rules, financial advice, and public
information campaigns are aligned to help people invest confidently and
responsibly. Retail ownership, when done prudently, not only benefits
individuals but also strengthens the nation’s economic resilience.

Reeves’ remarks mark a welcome intervention, though her government
must now prove it can balance pro-growth ambitions with credible
economic stewardship. Encouraging savers to buy into Britain is only the
first step; making it worthwhile for them to stay is the real test.


