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President Asif Ali Zardari has awarded the Nishan-e-Imtiaz (Military) to General Michael E.
Kurilla, Commander of the United States Central Command (USCENTCOM), for his role in
strengthening Pakistan-US military ties. This article explores the significance of the
honor, Kurilla’s contributions, and the implications for regional security.

On July 26, 2025, at a ceremony in Aiwan-e-Sadr, President Asif Ali Zardari conferred the
prestigious Nishan-e-Imtiaz (Military), meaning “Order of Excellence,” on General Michael
E. Kurilla, head of the United States Central Command (USCENTCOM), which oversees
US military operations across the Middle East, Central Asia, and parts of South Asia. The
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) stated that Kurilla was recognized for his
“exemplary service and pivotal role in advancing enduring military cooperation” between
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Pakistan and the United States, per The Express Tribune. “General Kurilla’s visionary
leadership has been instrumental in fostering mutual understanding and deepening
counterterrorism cooperation,” the ISPR noted, highlighting his efforts in enhancing
defense collaboration.

Kurilla’s tenure as USCENTCOM Commander has prioritized regional stability, notably
through joint efforts to combat terrorism, including operations against the Islamic State
(ISIS) in Iraq and Syria. His visit to Pakistan included high-level discussions with
President Zardari and Chief of Army Staff Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, focusing on
counterterrorism and regional security, as reported by Daily Times. These talks
underscored Pakistan’s critical role in promoting peace, with Kurilla’s engagement
reflecting a commitment to sustained partnership. The award, a rare honor for foreign
military leaders, signals Pakistan’s appreciation for USCENTCOM’s support in addressing
transnational threats.

While the recognition strengthens bilateral ties, challenges remain. Critics argue that
Pakistan must ensure such partnerships translate into tangible security gains, given
ongoing threats from groups like the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). The honor
bestowed on Kurilla reflects a shared resolve, but Pakistan’s leadership must leverage
this cooperation to bolster national defense. The ceremony marks a milestone in
Pakistan-US relations, emphasizing the need for continued collaboration to secure a
volatile region.
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