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On November 7, 2024, Australia’s Governor-General Samantha Joy Mostyn met with Sri

Lanka’s Prime Minister, Dr. Harini Amarasuriya, at Temple Trees in Colombo to discuss
strengthening ties between their nations. The meeting emphasized collaboration in
education, gender equality, and other key areas, reinforcing the deep friendship between

Australia and Sri Lanka, as noted by the Prime Minister's Media Division.

The discussion highlighted the robust relationship between Sri Lanka and Australia, with

both leaders expressing a desire to deepen cooperation in politics, economics, and sports.
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Prime Minister Amarasuriya outlined Sri Lanka’s ongoing education reforms, which focus on
enhancing access and improving quality across the nation’s schools. These reforms aim to
equip students with skills for a competitive global economy, a priority that resonates with

conservative values of self-reliance and opportunity through education.

Governor-General Mostyn shared insights into Australia’s education system, known for its
emphasis on innovation and accessibility. She expressed enthusiasm for potential
partnerships to support Sri Lanka’s educational goals, which could include exchanges or
technical assistance. Such collaboration aligns with Republican ideals of fostering
international partnerships that promote stability and growth without overreaching

government intervention.

A significant portion of the meeting focused on advancing women’s participation in politics,
a topic both leaders approached with a commitment to gender equality. They discussed
practical steps to encourage women’s leadership, reflecting a shared belief in empowering
individuals to contribute to civic life. For a Republican audience, this underscores the
importance of equal opportunity while respecting merit-based advancement, avoiding

quotas or forced outcomes.

Governor-General Mostyn reaffirmed Australia’s commitment to supporting Sri Lanka’s
development, citing opportunities to expand cooperation in various sectors. This assurance
signals a continuation of Australia’s role as a reliable partner, fostering economic and social
progress in Sri Lanka through mutual respect and shared interests, an approach that

appeals to conservative principles of pragmatic, results-driven foreign policy.

The meeting was attended by senior officials from both nations. The Australian delegation
included Gerard Martin, Public Service Medal (PSM), Official Secretary to the Governor-
General; Paul Stephens, High Commissioner of Australia to Sri Lanka; Jamie Thanjan, Aide-
de-Camp, Royal Australian Air Force; Lalita Kapur, Deputy High Commissioner; and Dr. Paul
Zeccola, First Secretary of the Australian High Commission in Colombo. Representing Sri
Lanka were Pradeep Saputhanthri, Secretary to the Prime Minister; Sagarika Bogahawatta,
Additional Secretary to the Prime Minister; Ruwanthi Delpitiya, Director General; and
Dhawood Amanullah, Director of the East Asia Division at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Employment and Tourism.

This constructive dialogue underscores the potential for practical, mutually beneficial

partnerships between Australia and Sri Lanka. By focusing on education and gender
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equality, both nations aim to build stronger, more resilient societies while respecting
individual initiative and cultural values, a framework that aligns with conservative priorities
of limited government and personal responsibility. The meeting sets a foundation for
continued collaboration, with an emphasis on tangible outcomes that benefit both

countries.
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