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United States President Donald Trump has suggested that a future peace deal to end
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine may involve exchanging contested territories between the two
countries. His remarks, made on 8 August 2025, come as the conflict nears its fourth year
and ahead of a planned high-level meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Speaking to reporters at the White House, President Trump was asked whether Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky would be required to surrender land to achieve peace. He
described the matter as “complicated”, noting the prolonged and intense fighting. “Well,
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you’re looking at territory that’s been fought over for three and a half years,” Trump said. “You
know, a lot of Russians have died. A lot of Ukrainians have died.”

He went on to stress that any settlement might not be a one-sided concession from Kyiv.
“We’re actually looking to get some back,” he explained. “Some swapping. It’s complicated …
but we’re going to get some back, we’re going to get some switched. There’ll be some
swapping of territories to the betterment of both, but we’ll be talking about that either later or
tomorrow.”

While Trump did not identify specific locations, regions in eastern Ukraine and Crimea have
been at the centre of disputes since Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the
escalation of the conflict in 2022. The idea of territorial adjustments suggests a departure
from previous negotiation approaches that have often centred on outright withdrawal or
military pressure.

The President confirmed that he is scheduled to meet with President Putin “very shortly” to
discuss possible terms for ending hostilities. He stated that the location of the summit will
be announced soon. “We’re going to be announcing later, and we’re going to have a meeting
with Russia,” he said.

The war, which began in February 2022, has caused widespread devastation, disrupted
global energy markets, and led to significant loss of life. Both sides have endured heavy
military and civilian casualties, with millions displaced from their homes. The prospect of a
deal involving territorial exchanges will likely be politically sensitive for Ukraine, as
President Zelensky has repeatedly affirmed that the nation’s sovereignty and borders are
non-negotiable.

From Moscow’s perspective, the Kremlin has maintained its stance on certain occupied
territories, portraying them as historically or culturally aligned with Russia. Any agreement
that redefines boundaries could draw international scrutiny, as territorial changes resulting
from armed conflict often face criticism for setting problematic precedents.

Trump’s remarks point towards a pragmatic strategy aimed at halting prolonged warfare.
The notion of “swapping territories” has precedents in past international disputes, though
such arrangements have historically been contentious. Should talks move forward, the
proposed exchanges could represent a turning point in the war, potentially reshaping
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security dynamics in Europe and influencing the future role of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO).

As preparations for the summit progress, the outcome of discussions between Washington
and Moscow will be closely monitored by global powers. Any agreement reached would
have significant implications not only for Ukraine and Russia but also for wider European
stability and United States foreign policy.
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