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Authorities in Rawalpindi have arrested nine individuals, including the father and former
husband of 18-year-old Sidra Bibi, in connection with what police describe as an “honor
killing.” The incident has reignited national outrage over the continuing prevalence of such
crimes in Pakistan. According to law enforcement officials, the murder was ordered by a
traditional council of elders after Sidra married a man of her choosing, defying her family’s
wishes.

Police investigator Aftab Hussain stated that Sidra was suffocated with a pillow, and her
body was secretly buried. In a disturbing attempt to conceal the crime, the burial site was
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allegedly flattened to eliminate evidence. Following a formal complaint, authorities
exhumed her body and confirmed through autopsy that she had been tortured before her
death. The arrests were made shortly afterward, and investigations are continuing as public
pressure mounts.

This case has brought renewed attention to the alarming trend of honor-related violence in
Pakistan. The independent Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) reported 405
women were killed in such cases in 2024, a sharp increase from 226 in 2023. Despite
existing legal frameworks, the implementation and enforcement of laws against honor
killings remain inconsistent, often hindered by local customs and societal pressures. The
involvement of a community council in Sidra’s killing illustrates how traditional authority
structures can sometimes override state law, undermining justice and human rights.

Sidra Bibi’s death has become a tragic symbol of the urgent need for reform. Public figures,
activists, and civil society are demanding stronger legal action and protection for women,
particularly in rural and conservative areas where such crimes often go unreported or are
resolved through informal settlements. While condemnation has been swift, real change will
require sustained political will and community engagement. Holding those responsible fully
accountable in this case could set a precedent that signals zero tolerance for such brutality.
Sidra’s story should not end in silence; it must serve as a call to ensure that the law protects
every citizen equally, without exception.
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