Student Injured as Classroom Ceiling Collapses in Bhopal School
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A student at the PM Shri Maharani Laxmibai Girls School in Barkheda Pathani, Bhopal,
sustained injuries on Saturday, July 19, 2025, when a section of the classroom ceiling
unexpectedly collapsed during an ongoing lesson. The incident, captured by the classroom's
CCTV camera, has once again brought to the forefront critical concerns regarding the
dilapidated state of infrastructure in numerous government schools across Madhya Pradesh.

The video footage shows a teacher conducting class at approximately 11:54 AM when a large
piece of plaster from the ceiling dislodged and fell directly onto a student seated at the front.
The immediate aftermath saw a brief moment of chaos, with students and the teacher rushing to
assist the injured classmate. The student received prompt first aid and was subsequently sent
home. While the injuries were reportedly minor, the event has triggered widespread alarm
regarding student safety.

Adding to the gravity of the situation, it has been revealed that the school principal had
previously alerted authorities to the precarious condition of several classroom ceilings. In a letter
to the District Education Officer and the Block Education Officer, the principal explicitly warned
that multiple ceilings had become weak and waterlogged due to persistent rains, posing a
potential danger. Although repair work was reportedly underway in other parts of the school, the
affected classroom was not among those being addressed.



This incident at the PM Shri Maharani Laxmibai Girls School is not an isolated occurrence but
rather symptomatic of a larger issue within Madhya Pradesh's government education system.
Official data indicates that over 1,000 schools across the state are operating in structures that
are either dilapidated or entirely nonexistent. Furthermore, thousands of government schools
lack even fundamental facilities such as electricity, with approximately 9,500 schools functioning
without power. The absence of basic amenities extends to sanitation, with over 2,972 schools
reportedly lacking toilets for girls.

The collapse serves as a stark reminder of the urgent need for substantial investment and
focused attention on improving the physical infrastructure of public schools. While the injured
student may have been fortunate to escape with minor wounds, the overarching question
remains: how many more warnings or incidents will be necessary before authorities undertake
comprehensive measures to ensure the safety and well-being of students within the very
institutions meant to nurture their future?



