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The United Kingdom’s recently signed trade agreement with India is set to ease import
barriers for British retailers and consumers by simplifying requirements for low-value e-
commerce shipments. Under the new Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement
(CETA), UK.-based buyers and businesses will benefit from faster and cheaper access to

Indian goods, particularly from small and digital-first exporters.



One of the most notable changes is the removal of proof of origin requirements for goods
imported from India valued under £1,000. Traditionally, such shipments required
documentation under Rules of Origin (ROO), which certify that a product meets specific
domestic production thresholds to qualify for reduced tariffs. This paperwork often delays
delivery and increases costs, especially for small consignments sent via postal or courier

services.

By eliminating the ROO requirement on lower-value goods, the U.K.-India deal reduces red
tape and is expected to improve delivery times and reduce costs for U.K. consumers and
small businesses sourcing from India. This change is particularly welcome for e-commerce

platforms, boutique retailers, and SMEs reliant on streamlined supply chains.

The agreement also includes product-specific ROO guidelines, allowing for more tailored
rules that reflect industry-specific sourcing practices. This flexibility is expected to benefit
sectors such as textiles, electronics, and handicrafts, where components are often imported

from multiple countries before final assembly.

For the U.K, this deal comes at a time when diversifying trade partners and supporting
consumer choice are key post-Brexit priorities. With global e-commerce trade projected to
reach S2 trillion by 2030, India’s push to expand its online export base presents new
sourcing opportunities for British buyers, especially as China’s dominance in the sector has

led to growing calls for supply chain diversification.

While India currently accounts for just S5 billion in e-commerce exports compared to
China’s S250 billion, its government is investing heavily in logistics hubs and customs
reforms to increase its global footprint. The U.K.’s early partnership through CETA positions

British importers to tap into this growth potential ahead of other markets.

As British consumers increasingly turn to global online marketplaces and domestic retailers
seek competitive suppliers, the U.K.-India trade pact represents a practical step forward.
The simplified procedures for importing smaller consignments are expected to benefit
thousands of small U.K. businesses and offer consumers broader access to affordable

products, all while strengthening bilateral economic ties.



