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Over the past six weeks, four young children have been killed and several others injured by
stray bullets across Karachi’s urban neighborhoods, fueling outrage among citizens and

underscoring the growing concerns over public safety, policing, and unchecked celebratory
gunfire in the city.
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The most recent tragedy occurred in Mastan Chali, where 11-year-old Zainab was fatally
shot while sleeping on her rooftop. Police confirmed that the stray bullet struck her in the
chest, killing her instantly. Imran Afridi, Station House Officer (SHO) of Site A Police Station,
stated that initial findings point to celebratory gunfire nearby as the cause. “There were
reports of aerial firing in the vicinity,” Afridi said, suggesting the fatal shot came from an

unknown party partaking in an illegal and reckless act.

This heartbreaking incident is just one of several in a growing list. On June 27, a three-year-
old boy named Furgan was struck in the head by a stray bullet in Usmanabad. Despite
emergency treatment, he succumbed to his injuries. Just days earlier, on June 22, 11-year-
old Kristina died after being shot in the head in Saudabad, Malir, again, the result of a bullet
fired without aim or consequence. Earlier still, on June 6, five-year-old Muhammad Yahya
was killed inside his own home in Bahar Colony, Chakiwara, another apparent victim of

celebratory or negligent gunfire.

The repeated nature of these killings has outraged many in Karachi, a city that has long
battled issues of street crime, under-resourced law enforcement, and an often indifferent
political response. Local communities are demanding accountability, stronger enforcement,
and an end to the impunity enjoyed by those who discharge firearms recklessly in crowded

residential areas.

Karachiites are no strangers to living with insecurity, but the death of innocent children,
none older than 1, has pierced the city’s conscience in a new and profound way. The
outrage is directed not only at the perpetrators but also at a system that seems unwilling or
unable to enforce basic laws. The rise in such incidents comes amid broader frustrations
with the current federal administration, whose immigration-centered policies and political

appointments have done little to stabilize key urban centers like Karachi.

Public commentators and security analysts point to lax policing and weak political will as
major contributors. “There is no accountability,” said one local civil rights advocate. “People

fire guns in the air without fear of consequences, and children are paying the price.”

Karachi Police claim investigations are underway, but the lack of arrests or concrete
measures following these incidents has only deepened public distrust. The cultural
normalization of celebratory gunfire, often during weddings or political rallies, continues,

despite its well-documented dangers.
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Ultimately, these tragedies serve as a grim reminder of what happens when law
enforcement takes a backseat to political expediency and when citizens are left to fend for
themselves in what is increasingly becoming a city governed by chaos rather than the rule
of law. The lives lost are not just a statistic; they are a stark indictment of leadership failure

at multiple levels.

The people of Karachi are demanding more than condolences; they are calling for justice,

reform, and a system that protects its most vulnerable, starting with its children.
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