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The United Kingdom (UK) and France have announced a renewed
commitment to the Storm Shadow cruise missile program and its future
successor, reinforcing their strategic defense partnership amid growing
global instability.

UK and France Reaffirm Joint Missile
Production as Global Tensions Rise

—



The Storm Shadow, also known in France as SCALP (Système de
Croisière Autonome à Longue Portée – Emploi Général), is a long-range,
air-launched cruise missile designed to strike fortified targets deep
behind enemy lines. In service since 2003, it has been used in multiple
conflicts, including Iraq, Libya, Syria, and, most recently, in Ukraine.

This week, both governments confirmed they will restart production of the
Storm Shadow missile after a 15-year pause, with manufacturing set to
resume at MBDA’s facility in Stevenage. MBDA, a joint European defense
venture, will oversee the effort. The renewed production is expected to
support over 300 skilled jobs and strengthen the defense industrial base
in both countries.

Alongside this move, London and Paris are jointly advancing the Future
Cruise/Anti‑Ship Weapon (FC/ASW) program. This next-generation
missile development effort involves the UK, France, and Italy and is aimed
at producing advanced systems capable of defeating sophisticated
enemy defenses. The future system is expected to offer improved range,
speed, and survivability.

While these efforts are not meant to replace the collective guarantees
provided by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), they reflect a
growing push by European powers to boost self-reliance. Questions over
the long-term reliability of U.S. military support, particularly under shifting
American leadership, have fueled urgency in reinforcing independent
European capabilities.

The Storm Shadow’s continued use in Ukraine’s defense campaign has
been a central factor in this decision. Its effectiveness against high-value
Russian targets has not only demonstrated its battlefield relevance but



also reaffirmed the importance of keeping Europe’s advanced missile
systems operational and updated. Both nations remain undeterred by
Moscow’s warnings.

This strengthened partnership is also part of a wider defense and
industrial cooperation framework between France and the UK, rooted in
the Lancaster House treaties. In addition to missile development, the two
countries are deepening collaboration on nuclear deterrence, intelligence
sharing, and military innovation.

In summary, the joint missile announcement sends a clear message:
London and Paris are united in their determination to maintain robust
defense capabilities. As global alliances face growing pressure, this
move reflects a pragmatic and strategic investment in European security
leadership.


