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In a move that has reignited the debate over government oversight versus academic
independence, President Donald Trump has once again targeted Harvard University over
allegations of antisemitism and institutional bias. The administration has warned that
Harvard may lose its accreditation due to alleged civil rights violations stemming from the
university’s handling of antisemitic harassment of Jewish and Israeli students, allegations
that Harvard disputes. This latest escalation underscores a broader push to hold
universities accountable, but also raises concerns about whether political influence is
overshadowing due process.

Trump Threatens Harvard’s Accreditation
Amid Civil Rights Claims

—

7/12/25, 12:14 AM Trump Threatens Harvard’s Accreditation Amid Civil Rights Claims – OpenVoiceNews U.S.

https://openvoicenews.us/?print-my-blog=1&post-type=post&statuses%5B%5D=publish&rendering_wait=0&columns=1&font_size=normal&image_size… 1/3



Federal agencies assert that Harvard violated Title VI of the Civil Rights Act by exhibiting
“deliberate indifference” toward antisemitic harassment of Jewish and Israeli students,
based on findings from dozens of listening sessions and campus investigations. The
Departments of Education and Health and Human Services have formally notified Harvard’s
accreditor, the New England Commission of Higher Education, that the university may no
longer meet federal standards, and have asked for a compliance plan even though Harvard’s
next scheduled reaccreditation review is in 2027. While civil rights enforcement is
unquestionably important, critics argue that bypassing established procedures sends a
chilling message to other universities that dissent or noncompliance with federal
expectations could provoke punitive action.

In addition to accreditation pressure, the Department of Homeland Security has issued
subpoenas to Harvard requesting student visa records as part of an investigation into
alleged misconduct by international students. Harvard has roughly 27% foreign student
enrollment. Harvard’s international student body makes up approximately 27% of its
enrollment, a demographic that the university says enriches its academic and cultural
environment. The possibility of restricting foreign enrollment has drawn criticism from
educators who see it as an unnecessary show of force that could harm the United States’
reputation as a destination for global talent.

Harvard officials have characterized the actions as retaliatory and viewed as attempts to
influence university governance and curriculum decisions, claims that Harvard is
challenging in court. Harvard argues that the federal actions infringe on First Amendment
protections, including freedom of speech and association, and violate institutional
autonomy. Whether these claims will withstand legal scrutiny remains to be seen, but the
controversy highlights a growing tension between higher education institutions and
Washington policymakers.

While some commentators see the scrutiny as a legitimate enforcement of civil rights,
others warn that the administration’s approach may set a dangerous precedent for political
interference in academia across institutions. If an influential university like Harvard can be
targeted so publicly, smaller institutions could be even more vulnerable to similar tactics. As
federal funding and recognition remain powerful levers, the precedent set here may have
long-lasting consequences for schools across the country.

Ultimately, this dispute is about more than compliance with civil rights regulations. It is
about whether American universities will retain the independence to chart their course or
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whether the threat of federal reprisal will redefine the landscape of higher education.
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