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Tucked along the southern coast of England, Sandbanks in Dorset has become a sought-
after summer destination that offers a taste of luxury without the need to travel abroad.
Known for its exclusive atmosphere, scenic coastline and celebrity appeal, this seaside
enclave attracts a growing number of visitors seeking a premium coastal experience
without leaving the UK.

A British Seaside Retreat Rivalling Europe’s
Best

—
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Once a quiet stretch of dunes, Sandbanks has evolved into one of the UK’s most affluent
postcodes. Located around two hours from London, it combines convenience with seaside
charm, making it a desirable location for families, retirees and professionals alike. Its prime
land value and reputation as “Millionaires’ Row” stem not only from the high-end properties
lining its shores but also from its serene environment, which continues to draw the wealthy
and well-known, including former football manager Harry Redknapp, a long-time resident.

Despite its elevated status, Sandbanks still retains a homely feel for those who have known
it across generations. Its limited access via Banks Road from the mainland has helped
maintain its peaceful character. While the area is undergoing a wave of modernisation with
new bars and restaurants such as The Tandy and Rockwater, the traditional charm remains
intact. These establishments have contributed to a growing perception of Sandbanks as the
UK’s answer to Palm Beach, with bustling venues offering music, cocktails, and sea views
that appeal to weekend visitors and locals alike.

However, the peninsula’s limited road infrastructure often leads to traffic congestion during
peak times, especially when the Swanage ferry disembarks. Parking is a challenge, and
dining reservations are advised well in advance for popular spots such as Rick Stein’s
seafood restaurant. Despite these inconveniences, the destination continues to thrive,
especially during warm weekends when beachgoers flood the area.

For those seeking quieter experiences, the calmer side of Sandbanks offers paddleboarding
and kayaking around the marina. Water sport rentals start at around £15 per hour, providing
a leisurely alternative for visitors wishing to avoid the main crowds. An evening walk past the
luxury homes on Millionaires’ Row, followed by views of the iconic Old Harry Rocks, remains
a highlight. The peninsula also offers access to scenic walking routes, including a nine-mile
stretch to Hengistbury Head and shorter walks to Canford Cliffs and Bournemouth.

A short ferry ride costing just £1 return leads to Shell Bay and further on to Old Harry Rocks,
offering a quieter alternative with picturesque scenery. The less-crowded beaches along
this route give visitors a chance to enjoy the coastal surroundings away from the buzz of the
main beach.

Sandbanks may no longer be the best-kept secret it once was, but it remains one of Britain’s
most distinctive and desirable seaside destinations. With its award-winning sandy beaches
and stunning coastal walks, it offers all the hallmarks of a luxury holiday without the need to
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leave the country. While the increased popularity has brought a higher price tag and busier
weekends, the area’s natural beauty and unique charm continue to justify the attention.
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