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The Welsh Government has initiated a consultation on a new ten-year plan aimed at
addressing the scourge of child sexual abuse, marking a significant step in confronting this
grave issue. This strategy, set to run until 2035, is the first of its kind in the UK, adopting a

comprehensive approach that prioritises prevention, protection, and support for victims.
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Statistics paint a troubling picture: approximately 25,000 children in Wales suffer some form
of sexual abuse annually, yet only a small number of cases reach the attention of authorities.
This stark reality underscores the urgency of the Welsh Government’s initiative, which seeks

to bridge the gap between hidden suffering and effective intervention.

Developed in collaboration with adult survivors, the NSPCC, the Centre of Expertise on Child
Sexual Abuse, Barnardo’s, and the Lucy Faithfull Foundation, the strategy reflects a
collective resolve to confront this issue head-on. By placing the experiences of survivors at
its core, the plan aims to ensure that policies are grounded in real-world insights, fostering a

system that not only protects but also empowers.

In a recent interview with the BBC, Dawn Bowden, Minister for Children and Social Care,
stated, “We must do all we can to tackle the heinous crime of child sexual abuse. The voices
of those affected are central to how this strategy is shaped and delivered.” She urged
individuals, organisations, and communities across Wales to contribute to the consultation,

emphasising the need for a united front.

The strategy’s whole-system approach is ambitious, focusing on preventing abuse before it
occurs, strengthening protections for vulnerable children, and providing robust support for
survivors. However, questions remain about its implementation, particularly in light of
broader challenges facing public services. The Welsh Government’s ability to deliver on
these commitments will depend on adequate funding and coordination, areas where

previous initiatives have sometimes faltered.

This consultation offers an opportunity for Wales to set a precedent in safeguarding
children, but its success hinges on public engagement and practical execution. The Welsh
Government has called for input from all corners of society to refine and strengthen the plan,
ensuring it addresses the complexities of this deeply troubling issue. By fostering open
dialogue and collaboration, the strategy could mark a turning point in the fight against child

sexual abuse.
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