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In a striking display of political unity, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provincial
government and opposition parties have reached an agreement for
unopposed Senate elections on July 21, 2025, aiming to stabilize the
region’s political environment. The rare consensus includes the ruling
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and opposition parties, notably Pakistan
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Muslim League‑Nawaz (PML‑N) and Jamiat Ulema‑e‑Islam‑Fazl
(JUI‑F), agreeing to avert a contested vote.

After intense discussions, both sides settled on a 6‑5 seat-sharing
formula for the 11 vacant Senate seats: six seats for the PTI-led
government, five for the opposition. This compromise is designed to
prevent horse-trading and preserve political stability in KP’s polarized
landscape.

The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) facilitated the process by
issuing a July 15 directive requiring reserved-seat members of the KP
Assembly to take their oaths before the Senate polls, a necessary step to
complete the electoral college. In line with a recent PHC ruling, the ECP
had redistributed reserved-seat quota, granting PML‑N parity with JUI‑F.
PTI‑Parliamentarians and ANP lost similar claims under constitutional
provisions, leaving PML‑N and JUI‑F with equal reserved-seat strength.

The agreement marks a rare moment of collaboration in a province
grappling with public dissatisfaction over governance and economic
challenges. A Gallup Pakistan survey conducted in February–March 2025
found widespread frustration with the Gandapur administration, reporting
poor access to healthcare, utilities, and youth services—while more than
half of respondents supported transparent investigations into corruption
and called for better cooperation with the federal government.

By forming a united front, both government and opposition aim to project
stability and prioritize service delivery over political confrontation. This
bipartisan move sets a precedent for consensual governance amid
Pakistan’s increasingly turbulent political environment.
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