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A Bolton father died after suffering a stab wound to his chest in an incident that has left
lingering questions about the circumstances surrounding his death. Paul Dickson, 49, was
discovered outside the home he shared with his partner, Joleen Hulme, shortly after
Christmas in 2018. Despite immediate medical attention, Mr Dickson succumbed to
complications from the injury twelve days later.

Bolton Man Dies from Chest Stab, Partner
Acquitted
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Emergency responders were called to the property in Bolton after Mr Dickson was found
with a serious chest wound. Paramedics carried out life-saving measures at the scene, and
he was subsequently transported to the hospital. Initial reports suggested that his condition
was stable, but he later experienced a sudden deterioration that ultimately led to his death.

Following the incident, Joleen Hulme, aged 41, was charged with Mr Dickson’s murder. The
case proceeded to Manchester Crown Court, where a three-week trial was held in
November 2020. After considering all the evidence, the jury found Ms Hulme not guilty of
murder. The court was left with uncertainty regarding whether the fatal stab wound was self-
inflicted or the result of other factors.

The coroner overseeing the case noted that the cause of death was a stab wound to the
chest. However, investigators were unable to determine definitively whether the injury was
accidental, self-inflicted, or caused by another individual. No additional criminal charges
were pursued following Ms Hulme’s acquittal, and the death remains officially classified with
an open conclusion.

Friends and family of Mr Dickson have described the loss as devastating. Sources close to
the family said he was a devoted father and valued member of the community. The
uncertainty surrounding the circumstances of his death has left relatives seeking clarity,
though the legal process concluded without a definitive resolution regarding responsibility.

The case highlights the challenges faced by authorities in incidents involving severe injuries
where the origin of harm is unclear. Experts note that distinguishing between self-inflicted
injuries and those caused by others can be complex, often requiring forensic evidence,
witness testimony, and medical assessments. In this instance, the available evidence did
not allow the court to reach a conclusive finding.

Manchester Crown Court followed standard procedures for criminal trials, ensuring that the
defendant was afforded the presumption of innocence and a fair trial. Ms Hulme’s acquittal
underscores the legal principle that a charge must be proven beyond a reasonable doubt.

The incident has prompted discussions about public safety and support for families
affected by sudden and unexplained deaths. Local authorities have reiterated the
importance of immediate medical intervention and the need for thorough investigations in
cases of serious injury or death.



While the precise circumstances of Mr Dickson’s death remain unresolved, his passing has
had a lasting impact on his loved ones. Community members in Bolton continue to
remember him for his role as a father and his contribution to the local area.

This case serves as a reminder of the difficulties faced by the criminal justice system in
handling complex, sensitive cases where evidence does not point conclusively to a
particular outcome. Authorities continue to encourage anyone with relevant information
about such incidents to come forward, although in this case, no further charges are being
pursued.


