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New EU Proposal Could Guarantee Two Free
Cabin Bags for Airline Passengers

June 27, 2025

— Categories: Human Rights

Airline passengers could soon benefit from a major change in European
travel regulations, as lawmakers move closer to approving rules that

would allow travellers to carry two pieces of hand luggage on board free
of charge. The proposed law, which has gained traction in the European

Parliament, is aimed at improving transparency and fairness for



consumers, particularly those frustrated by inconsistent and often costly

baggage policies across different carriers.

Currently, many low-cost airlines charge extra for cabin baggage beyond
a small personal item, leading to confusion and complaints from
passengers who feel misled by seemingly low base fares. The new rules
would seek to standardise what passengers are entitled to bring on
board, making clear that one larger carry-on bag and one smaller
personal item, such as a handbag or laptop case, should be included in

the ticket price.

The initiative follows growing calls from consumer groups and regulators
to end what some see as unfair or misleading pricing tactics. Lawmakers
argue that clearer baggage policies would not only help passengers plan
better but also foster greater competition between airlines on the quality

of service, rather than relying on hidden fees to drive profits.

Supporters of the reform say it reflects the evolving nature of air travel,
where passengers increasingly expect straightforward, transparent
pricing, especially on short-haul and budget routes. The proposal also
includes measures to improve access to flight information and ensure
better coordination across European airspace, aiming to reduce delays

and improve efficiency.

While the changes are still subject to further approval and coordination
with EU member states, the momentum behind the bill suggests a shift in
how airline consumer rights are being approached. If adopted, the rules
would apply to flights within the EU, potentially influencing broader

industry standards, even for non-EU carriers operating in the region.



For travellers, the prospect of bringing two bags on board without extra
charges may soon become more than just wishful thinking; it could be

part of a new baseline for air travel across Europe.



