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Human rights groups have raised concerns after the UK government confirmed the first

detentions under a new agreement to return small boat migrants to France.

The Home Office said individuals who arrived in Kent on small boats yesterday had been
taken into custody and would be returned to France within two weeks. The agreement,
signed between the UK and France, is aimed at reducing the number of illegal Channel
crossings by ensuring those who make the journey without authorisation are swiftly

removed.



Under the arrangement, for every migrant returned to France, the UK will admit an individual
with a legitimate claim to settle in the country, provided they have never attempted a small
boat crossing. The policy is intended to prioritise those who apply through recognised legal

routes.

The Home Office described the first removals as a “measured and practical response” to
the ongoing challenge of illegal Channel crossings. Home Secretary Yvette Cooper
welcomed the move, calling it “an important step forward” in tackling dangerous and

unlawful migration.

However, campaigners have warned that legal action may be pursued. Several human rights
organisations say they are reviewing the terms of the agreement and the way it is being
implemented. Concerns focus on whether the rapid returns process gives migrants

adequate access to legal advice or the opportunity to present asylum claims.

The threat of legal proceedings highlights the ongoing tension between the government’s
pledge to curb illegal immigration and the rights of individuals seeking refuge. Critics argue

that the deal could result in the removal of people who may have valid protection claims.

The government insists that the agreement with France is consistent with the UK’s
international obligations and will not breach the rights of genuine asylum seekers. Officials
emphasise that individuals with valid claims can still apply through established

resettlement programmes.

“This agreement sends a clear message: the UK will not tolerate dangerous and illegal
crossings. Our focus is on protecting lives, upholding the law, and ensuring fairness in our

immigration system.”

The returns arrangement was finalised after months of negotiations between London and
Paris. It is part of a broader package of measures designed to increase cooperation on

border security, intelligence sharing, and joint enforcement operations in the Channel.

The initiative follows a significant rise in small boat arrivals over recent years, prompting

both governments to commit to stronger deterrence and enforcement policies.

The first returns to France are expected within 14 days. Legal teams representing some of
those detained are understood to be preparing challenges that could delay or halt removals

in individual cases.



The Home Office maintains that the policy will remain in place and that further detentions
will follow. Officials say the success of the scheme will be judged on whether it reduces

crossings and encourages migrants to use official channels.



