Russia Proposes Localized T-14 Armata for India’s Next-Generation Tank Program
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In a major development for India’s future armored capabilities, Russia’s primary tank
manufacturer, Uralvagonzavod, has officially offered its advanced T-14 Armata main battle tank
(MBT) to the Indian Army. This proposal is aimed at the Next Generation Main Battle Tank
(NGMBT) program, which seeks to replace India’s extensive, aging fleet of T-72 tanks. The offer
is being considered under the "Make-I" procurement category, emphasizing indigenous
development and a high degree of local manufacturing. This move ensures India acquires a
cutting-edge tank to boost its domestic defense industry.

The proposal comes as the Indian Army’s T-72 “Ajeya” fleet, which has been in service since the
1980s, nears the end of its operational lifespan. The T-14 Armata, a fourth-generation tank,
represents a significant technological leap. Its key features include a revolutionary unmanned,
remotely operated turret, with the three-person crew protected in a heavily armored capsule
located in the hull. The tank is also equipped with advanced modular armor, a sophisticated
digital control system, and the “Afghanit” Active Protection System (APS), which can
automatically intercept incoming anti-tank missiles and rockets.

A core component of the Russian offer is the deep localization of the T-14’s production in India.
Uralvagonzavod, which previously partnered with India to co-produce the T-90S "Bhishma" tank,
has expressed a willingness to exceed the 83% indigenous content level achieved with the T-90
program. The company has also shown a remarkable readiness to integrate Indian-developed
systems, including the DATRAN-1500HP engine, into the Indian variant of the T-14. This
flexibility aligns with India's "Make in India" policy and could be a major factor in the final
decision.



While the Indian Army is still in the early stages of evaluating platforms for its NGMBT project,
the T-14 Armata offer is a strong contender. Its blend of revolutionary technology and a
commitment to extensive local manufacturing makes it a compelling option. The decision on
whether to proceed with this Russian proposal will be a critical one, shaping the future of India's
armored forces and its indigenous defense manufacturing capabilities for decades to come.



