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U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth met with Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to solidify a strategic defense partnership aimed at
strengthening deterrence in the Indo-Pacific region. The meeting, held in
Manila, resulted in a four-part plan focused on countering growing
security threats, particularly from China.

U.S. and Philippines Forge Stronger Defense
Alliance to Counter Regional Threats

—



At the heart of the plan is the deployment of advanced U.S. military
capabilities to the Philippines. This includes the Navy-Marine
Expeditionary Ship Interdiction System (NMESIS) and unmanned surface
vessels, which will be integrated into the annual Exercise BALIKATAN.
These assets are designed to improve joint maritime defense and anti-
ship capabilities between the two nations.

The second element of the agreement expands bilateral training,
particularly among elite forces. U.S. and Philippine special operations
units are set to conduct complex joint exercises in the strategically
located Batanes Islands, enhancing interoperability in contested
environments. This training is expected to prepare both forces for high-
risk scenarios involving rapid deployment and littoral combat.

A third component involves boosting defense-industrial collaboration.
Both governments agreed to pursue co-production of unmanned
platforms, streamline logistics, and strengthen military supply chains. The
aim is to foster regional stability while generating mutual economic
benefits.

Cybersecurity also plays a vital role in the new strategy. A joint U.S.-
Philippines cyber initiative will work to reduce vulnerabilities across
defense networks and ensure secure, real-time intelligence sharing. This
campaign underscores the growing need to protect critical systems from
cyber threats posed by hostile state actors.

The agreement builds on existing defense frameworks, including the
1951 Mutual Defense Treaty, the Visiting Forces Agreement, and the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement. Hegseth reaffirmed the U.S.
commitment to defending Philippine sovereignty, stating that maintaining



peace in the Indo-Pacific requires credible deterrence through joint
readiness and shared resolve.

President Marcos welcomed the enhanced cooperation, describing it as
a strong symbol of solidarity. He noted that U.S. support is crucial in the
face of ongoing regional maritime disputes and aggressive Chinese
behavior in the South China Sea.

Hegseth’s Indo-Pacific tour, which included stops at international
defense summits, emphasized a broader realignment of U.S. strategy
toward emerging threats. He urged regional allies to invest more heavily
in defense and to be prepared for swift, coordinated responses.

This renewed U.S.-Philippine defense alignment sends a clear message:
regional peace is best preserved through strength, partnership, and
shared commitment to deterrence.


