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The global cryptocurrency market rebounded in the second quarter of 2025, with assets
gaining 21.72% after an 18% drop in Q1. This performance outpaced equity benchmarks
such as the S&P 500, boosting investor confidence and drawing renewed institutional
interest. Rising inflows into exchange-traded funds (ETFs) and corporate Bitcoin

acquisitions further fueled momentum.
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In the United States, regulatory changes helped strengthen sentiment. Banking restrictions
on cryptocurrency firms were eased, the IRS rolled back certain enforcement measures
affecting individual investors, and the long-anticipated Market Structure Bill advanced,
aiming to clarify rules for digital assets. Stablecoin adoption grew rapidly, supported by

Circle’s IPO and more flexible regulations.

Eastern Europe’s crypto media landscape reflected mixed results. A Q2 report by Outset PR
found that 63% of the region’s 155 tracked outlets saw traffic declines. Of these, 114 were
crypto-native platforms, while 43 were generalist news sites regularly covering digital
assets. Five countries, Russia, Poland, Hungary, Czechia, and Slovakia, accounted for 94%
of regional crypto media traffic, with Russia and Poland alone representing 82% of the

crypto-native audience. The top 17 outlets in this segment commanded 80% of all traffic.

Performance varied by country. Romanian outlets maintained steady readership through
consistent publishing formats and partnerships with news aggregators. Bulgaria saw
audience growth, driven largely by international readers. In Ukraine, the ongoing conflict
shaped editorial focus, while a June proposal to integrate Bitcoin into national reserves
signaled long-term policy interest. Russia legalized cryptocurrency mining but continued to

restrict crypto advertising, influencing how outlets operate.

Generative Al tools such as ChatGPT and Perplexity began to change referral patterns,
introducing new ways for readers to discover crypto news. While some publishers benefited
from these channels, others saw reduced direct site visits as content surfaced through Al

platforms.

The Outset PR report highlighted that Eastern Europe’s crypto media environment remains
both dynamic and competitive, with regulatory pressures, technological disruption, and

audience fragmentation shaping its future. As global market optimism builds, local outlets
are exploring hybrid strategies that combine traditional publishing methods with Al-driven

discovery to maintain relevance and reach.
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